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9:00 AM - 9:55 AM

Knowledge Adventure Returns
Knowledge Adventure
Nita Simmons, Regional Sales Representative

Come sae all the lalest and greatast products from our favorite educational sofware company.
Among the tites to be demonstrated are new additions to the award-winning JumpSian seties of
full-year cumcvium software programs. These new additions include JumpStart Toddlers, JumpStan
2nd Grade, JumpStart Adventuras for the 3rd Grade: Mystery Mountain and JumpStart Adventures 4th
Grade: Haunted Island. Each product blends an entire grade lavel of age-appropriate curriculum with
dozens of puzzies and games that Intlude reading, math language ars, stience, art, and music.
There will be coupons for great discounts, and there will be a drawing for free products. “

10:00 AM - 10:55 AM TurboTax Deluxe —
America’s #1 Tax Software
Intuit, Inc.
Elizabeth Dougherty, Product Marketing Associate
TuboTax Deluxe on CD-ROM Includes evarything in TurbaTax—plus expen mulimedia tax advica-lo make taxes easy and save you money. On-

screen versions of over 30 IRS publications, Money(r) Magazine’s Income Tax Handbook, How to Pay Zero Taxes and the Tax Plannar help you
raguce your taxes now and In the future. There will be a drawing tof free products. *

The New OS/2 Warp 4 —
The Easiest Way to a Connected World
IBM Corporation
Maureen Kinard, Technical Software Sales

Are you lalking to your computer yet? If not, then you need O5/2 Warp Version 4. Talking to your computer Is just ona of the many new capabifities
we will featura in our presentation. You will leam about the Intemel-aware desktop, voice Integration, and office networking. Everything you need to
get connectad lo the computing world s in one box. If ime pamits, we will discuss Java, Netscape, and Notes Domino, and other hot topics. There
will ba a drawing for plenty of free giveaways. *

11:00 AM - 11:55 AM

1:00 PM - 1:30 PM

* Tickets for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes before untif 15 minutes after the starn-time of the

NTPCUG Business Meeting

meeting to attending NTPCUG members who show proof of membership.

8:00 - 8:55
internet — WEB Developers
Microsoft Networking
Visual BASIC - Beginning
MuitiMedia

8:00 - 9:55
Hardware Solutions

9:00 - 9:55
DOSs
Genecal Genealogy
Internet-Advanced
SQL Servar
Introduction to the PC
Quicken
StarText
Visual BASIC
Windows Applications
WordPerfect/DOS

9:00 - 10:55
Dallas Corel

10:00 - 10:55

ACT!

CAD
Emerging Technologies
Fox Pro Database
Networking
Intemel-Beginning
PAF-Genealogy
Paradox
QuickBooks
Introduction to the PC
WordPertect/Windows
UNIX

11:00 - 11:55
Assembly Language
Brother's Keeper

11:00 - 11:55 (Cont.)

CAD (Cont.)
Investors
Graphics

052—Q&A
Roaats lI/1V - Genealogy
Spreadsheets
Microsoft Visual C++/MFC

12:00 - 12:55
Alpha Four
C++/Advanced C
Communrications
Delphi
Desktop Publishing
OS/2 for End Users

Introduction to the PC
The Master Genealogist

1:00 - 1:55
Access
Business Apps./DAC Easy
C++/Beginners
0S/2 Developers
Introduction to the PC

1:00 - 2:55
Word for Windows

1:30 - 1:55
Orentation

2:00 - 2:55
Advanced Programmers
ActiveX Developers
[was — Application
Developers (OLE
and ODBC))

Please consult the BBS
and remember to check
the overhead display in
the INFOMART lobby
for latest SIG schedules
and room locations.
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Your Users Group

The NTPCUG Business Meeting time changed in No-
vember from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Less than 15
people showed up. This month we will make it more
enticing to attend when we conduct our annual soft-
ware, T-shirt, and other stuff giveaway.

Disk of the Month

One way that we pay the bills of the Users Group is

through our Disk-of-the-Mootb library. (It is centainly
not through business meeting attendance.) Shareware,
public domain software, and software demos are avail-

able on 3-1/2” diskettes for $3.00 per disk. The tables Really Thanks a Million

are set up in the basement in the same location every 1 first ran for President-Elect of the NTPCUG in 1990

month. against Jim Hoisington. fim won, became President in

In the past the Group received a lot of this software 1991 and ask me to run for the President-Elect position,

through the U.S. mail. Lately, with the advent of the In- which I did in 1991. Our bylaws require that the Presi-

ternet, the floppy-through-the-mail method has gone dent serve for a year as a voting member of the Board

away. The DOM Squad now finds available software of Directors and as President-Elect, then that person

programs on the Net. automatically becomes President during the following

year.

Our basement diskette operation is unique in that we _ . _ )

have members try the software, and then he or she will I have served as President-Elect in 1991, President in

write a short, standard-format README file which 1992, and repeaited this process in 93-94, and 95-96.

goes on each disk before we add it to the library. We After more than six years of service to the NTPCUG, I

need reviewers, especially people who use Windows am still delighted when someone says that we have

and Windows 95. There are , N helped them. That is our

a lot of udlities that we //g" mission and sole purpose.
s When we fail to help or edu-

would like to distdbute after _ R

they are reviewed. cate, then the Users Group

will have outlived its useful-

Game lovers need to step up pess and it will go away.

and help the DOM. You can
keep the game after you
write up the readme file. It
is not difficuit, and any mem-
ber can do it

The running of this corpora-
tion requires less in the way
of computer skills, but more
in the way of people skills.
Motivating volunteers, man-
ging crisis, paying bills,

% conducting meetings, and
gaining a consensus before

L implementing new policies
are all jobs that the Presi-

% dent and the Board of Direc-
% tors deal with, while holding
3 down real jobs in the real
world. You have to love
helping people to step up
and want this job.

Interested? Contact Jao
Parkhill at 214-828-2216 or
e-mail him at

jpark @altinet.net or jan.park-
hill@utpcug.org. If you
have a review, you can drop
it off on diskette at the

DOM table op any meeting
Saturday.

Thanks a Million

Thank you to the member
who dropped off a million
dollar bill for the Users
Group. Maybe we will give
it away this month.

I want to say thank you to
Jim, Reagan, Timothy,
Alex, Doug, and Fred for
another outstanding year on



‘Introducing NEW IntraBuilder — .. oo

transform your data into interactive information on your Intranet. Automated E

F.
&
s

¢ you through every step of creating your data solutions with
Plus, IntraBuilder's powerful. productivity-boosting visual lools make

yack and forth between working in the visual designers ar > underlying

B

JavaScript code. IntraBuilder Professio comes vnth Netscape tor Gold
and prebuilt business solutions, making 12 only
complete Intranet solution
IntraBuilder supports all local and SQL database standards. so can use your
exist with wes 95 and Windows NT. Java applets
Activex. controls, and industry-s b servers and browsers (ron
Microsoft. IntraBuilder bridges the industry standards gap
Discover the fastest, easiest way lo develop your live data solutions on the Web
To find out more. call 1-800-336-6464 or visit our Web site and download the free

evaluation copy at Www.borland.com/intrabuilderUG/

Borland

Making Development Easier

Call your cow Software Spectrum Stream international Programmer'’s Paradise
local reseller 1-800-334-4C0W 1-800-787-1166 1-800-699-1736 1-800-445-7899
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Checkfree Bill Payment Services
— The Good and the Bad

Doug Gorrie

Sorue time ago, 1 wrote here about my experiences with
Checkfree, an “electronic™ payment service that pays
your invoices for you. Once signed vp, virually all
your bills can be paid through Checkfree, and without
having to change banks in the process. After a couple
years with the service, I now have both good and bad
news.

First, how does it work? Using free sofrware provided
by Checkfree, merely define each account that you will
be asking Checkfree to pay. This takes a little while, be-
cause you must include each vendor’s name, mailing ad-
dress, contact phone number, and your own account
number. Once complete, just generate a transaction to
Checkiree to pay each vendor a desired amount on a
certain day. Upload the data to Checkfree using their
custom software (no charge to you). Checkfree will in-
itiate payment to the vendor far enough in advance to
get it delivered on the day requested. If you incur any
late fees due to Checkfree’s error, they will pay those
fees up to $50.

Ctd.

the Board of Directors. Raymond as Treasurer, John
as Secretary, Connie in Advertising, Rob in Publicity,
Jan at the DOM, and Claude for wrangling volunteers.
Tbe SIG leaders, the SYSOPs, and the many volun-
teers who help each montb to pull this off. These peo-
ple are who make your Users Group successful, and it
is with great pride that I can stand up and say that I am
the President of The North Texas PC Users Group.

Prez Sezx ...

Andy

December 1996

Checkfree is not truly “check free”. Although you con-
tact them electronically, their payment to your ven-
dor(s) may be made electronically or by check. Their
check may be drawn on their own account, or it may be
drawn on your personal or business account just as
though you wrote it yourself. If paid by Checkdree
(from their account), the designated amount is electroni-
cally transferred from your checking account back to
Checkfree on the day you indicated to pay the vendor.

Charges for this service are $5.95/month for up to 20
payments, and @2.95 for each additional group of 10.
In rerurn, you save up to $6.40 in postage (first 20),
plus up to $3.20 for each additional group of 10 pay-
ments. You also save in envelopes, checks and time.
Additional services are avaslable for an additional fee.

Besides saving postage, you are now able to arrange
payment of most or all your bills in just a single sit-
down session each month, if you wish, and the pay-

G. KEnT COBB
SOFTWARE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT

PO. BOX 551271
DALLAS, TEXAS 753551271

(214) 343-3554
kentcobb@BIX com

Personnel Placement &
Recruitment Service

Babin

- MAC McCONNELL
|
|
‘ ONE SUMMIT AVENUE

| SUTE 602
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102

TEL 817-336-7261
METRO 214-445-68585
FAX 817-332-2471
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ment will generally arrive on the date you specified.
So even if you trave)] a lot, your bills get paid. Recur-
ring payments (mortgage, etc.) ¢an be set up to pay
each month on a certain date, eliminating the need to
enter them more thar once.

Now, the BAD news .

If you have been a Checkfree user for over a year, you
may not be aware that Checkfree redesigned their pric-
ing structure around October of 1995. Before that date.
their cheapest service offering was $9.95/month to
make 20 payments for you, rather than today's $5.95.
Supposedly, Checkfree mailed all subscribers informa-
tion abeut the changes, and “offered” to drop them
from the $9.95 rate to the $5.95 rate ($4.00/month sav-
ings). Since my notification never arrived, I was not
aware of the change until I found it through other
sources. As a result, 1 was overbilled for nearly a year.

Checkfree apparently took the stance that if you didn’t
say anything, you still wanted to pay $9.95/month. In
my view, since the minimum service level I subscribed
to went down 34.00/month, my Checkfree payment
should bave been reduced accordingly. After being con-
tacted, they did refund the overcharge, but never would
admit to the error of their ways. .

If you are a Checkfree subscriber, verify what you are
curreatly being charged. If you want a refund, you will
have to ask for it by calling 800-297-3180. If you get
any flak, ask for Terri Adkins in the “Problem Resolu-
tion Group”. If you stzill get flak, contact their Presi-
dent, Pete Kight, at PO. Box 2168, Columbus, Ohio
43216.

Other considerations

If you begin using Checkfree (which I still recom-
mend), schedule your vendor payments initially to ar-
rive at least a week early. Some vendors get confused
when receiving Checkfree payments in your name, and
may need more time to post the payment to your ac-
count. After noting how promptly they post your pay-
meats, you can adjust your payment arrival times ac-
cordingly.

In cases of controversy with a payee,
Checkiree will go to bat for you.
They can usuvally talk a vendor out of
ap unjust penalty. But sometimes get-
ting Checkfree to understand your is-
sue/concern is a little difficult if you
do it through the e-mail portion of
their software. Sa if in doubt, call
them on their 800 number.
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RAMP UP YOUR INTERNET AcCESS

As Low As

PER MONTH

CALL TODAY: 214.672.RAMP OR
CHECK Us OUT ONLINE AT htip://www.onramp.net

- ONRAM

W T
1950 StammunsFreewny Suite 3042 - INFOMART Dollas TX 75207

Also, don't forget that a large number of your pay-
ments still go through the U. S. Postal Service and as a
result may be delayed. In those cases, it can't be
counted as a Checkfree ercor.

Lastly, be aware that their software can be used to track
your other checking account entries as well — deposits
and non-Checkfree payments. It can also be used to
balance your checkbook each month. But, it is no-
where near as comprebensive if you have other finan-
cial tracking needs, so in such cases, Quicken or other
financial software may be needed 1o meet those goals.
You may want to ask Checkfree if you can use other
software with their service, rather than Checkfree's soft-

ware.

If you want to try Checkfree, the first
30 days are free. Contact them at 800-
297-3180, or their Web site at
www.checkfree.com. And if you feel
so inclined when signing up, ask them
to give referral credit to Doug Gorrie
in Plano, Texas !!
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From the NTPCUG BBS:
NetworksExpo/Windows World 96

by Glynn Brooks

I attended the Networks Expo/Windows World show at
the Dallas conventior center last month. $5 for parking
seemed like a lot, but with showers in the forecast, |
did oot feel like taking chances.

I realized after being there for three hours that it must
be smaller this year than last, and that several of the
vendors listed in the early literature for the show were
no-shows. The number of attendees was also down.

Good News — Bad News

This was good news and bad news. The good news was
that [ got more attention from the exhibitors, and could
get 2ll my questions answered without worrying about
all the other people waiting to ask their questions
‘cause there weren’t rmany people waiting.

[ was especially impressed with Wall Data's newest
Rumba edition (not just a screen- scraper anymore).
Wrightline computer furniture is better looking and
more adaptable than ever.

Bad News — No-Shows

The bad pews was that some of the no-show vendors
were the ones ] especially wanted to see. Franklin
Quest and NetManage (makers of Ascend 97 and Ecco,
respectively) were not there, so I could not do my an-
nual review of PIMS.

I was also wanted to see Visio 4.5 in action, but Visio
Corp. wasn’t there, ejther. I would have liked to see
also Partition It, a Partition Magic-type product from
Quarterdeck, but no luck there, either. To read about
Partition It, visit

hetp://arachnid.qdeck.com/qdeck/press/part-is.html

Note to NTPCUG members who bought Partition
Magic Version 2 after the PowerQuest presentation last
month; I saw a demo of Version 3 at the show today
and it adds some nice new features, primarily support
for the NTFS, FAT32 (coming to Windows 95) and the
ability to convert FAT 16 to/from FAT32.

You can now move partitions, and it comes bundled
with the application mover portion of MictoHelp’s Un-
installer 3.0. It also has IBM's Boot Manager and some
new diagnostic tools. V3 is to be reieased in mid-No-
vember and will carcy a $69 retail (up $10 from V2).

The sales rep I talked to at the show said that recent
purchasers of V2 will probably be eligible for an inex-
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For over 400 exchanges in the
Mectroplex. Area Code 214 is going
the way of the 29 cent stamp, It will
be replaced wilh 972.

e 4
- Hly

The phone company will t
work {ts magic on Sarurday, September
14, 1996,

Will you be prepared?

(There will be 8 Asmtsh pormisdve dialiag poriad )

Contact us now 10 quickly and easily update all
your data bases using our latest relcase - the
EZ-Split Wizard.

Appointments will be at our mutual convenience.

P6 Consulting

(Simple Soft Servioss, Inc.)

Phone: (Mctro) 972-751-0254 E-Mail: 6437.1456@CompuServe.com

pensive upgrade, but had no details. For more informa-
tion visit

htp://www.powerquest.com/powerquest/pm3.himl

Note to Lewis Graber and the Intemet SIG:
Attachmate was there, showing Inter/Intranet products
in general and Emissary in all its glory. T walked away
from their booth with a coffee cup, hologram mouse
pad, tee-shirt and pen. Not a bad haul for 15 minutes of
my time and an interesting demo, to boot!

NTPCUG Impressive...

It was nice to see the NTPCUG booth there, and to
hear some of the comments from visitors to the booth.
They could not get over how much a membership could
benefit them, and some of the out-of-towners said their
local PC user groups were no where near as useful or
accessible.

NetworksExpo will be back next year —at Inforart
this lime — and the site will be much more convenient
for many NTPCUG members. Since I've never gotten
to go to a Comdex, local shows are all the more impor-
tant to me.

Glynn Brooks
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Blazing Speed — Reasonable Price
Seagate TapeeStor 8000™ in NT 4.0
Screams at 50 M/Minute Backups

Hardware Does Make a Difference

You want fast, really fast backup? At a reasonable
cost? Usually these two PC backup parameters are mu-
tually exclusive.

Not with the Seagate Tape Stor 8000. This is the sec-

ond part of the Seagate/Conner 8G tape backup review,
held up by waiting for Windows NT 4.0 Workstation to
be released. ’

I installed 4.0 on my new machine, a PCI-bus mother-
board sporting a Cyrix 686-166+ CPU and 64M EDO
DRAM. The machine is equipped with a Quantum Ar-
las 2.1G SCSI-II hard drive conuolled by an Adaptec
2940U SCSI adapter. There’s also a Conner CT1060
1G drive and 4X CD/ROM drive in addition to the
Quantum drive and Seagate tape backup unit on the
SCSI adapter.

Although tedious to list, it's important to note the new
capabilies compared to the “0ld” DX2-66 machine
which had Adaptec’s VL-bus driven AHA 2842 SCSI
adapter and 32M DRAM. The hardware improvements
really do make a substantial difference when discussing
any tape backup system speed.

North Texas PC NEWS

Lulled Into Complacency...

After installing 4.0, I installed the NT backup software
sent with the drive (at my request) Arcada Backup Exec
for Windows NT. Since 4.0 went right out and discov-
ered my CD/ROM and our 3.11 Workgroup network
and all three PCs attached to it. I was lulled joto com-
placency. The Arcada/Seagate software comes on a
CD/ROM and is accompanied by a very substantial user
manual which is unusual in this day and time.

A quick note about NT 4.0 installation: Although it
looks Jike Windows 95, it definitely doesn’t install itseif
and everything it finds on the PC automatically. The

Compater Yabo

C Oracle

C++ Sybase Internet

Smalltalk Informix

ing, telecom, and game development.

Visual Basic

If you are a computer professional with the minimum ! year of experience in the following areas:

Cobol
DB2

Telecom

Tech Writing

Object Oriented Analysis & Design

we have a job for you! IOS has multiple openings in different industries including: data process-

10S - Interactive Object Solutions, Inc., was established in 1989 and has been providing professional
services in the Dallas/Forth Worth area ever since. We offer excellent salaries for contract and permanent
positions, and a generous benefits package. Don’t wait - send us your resume now!

Contact: email: jobs@iscf.com phone: (972) 931-0199 fax: (972) 732-0770
16990 Dallas Parkway, Suite 205, Dallas, TX 75248, www.iscf.com
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Blazing Speed...ﬁm Ctd.

user has to install/activate almost everything and this in-
cluded the tape drive — which I forgot until Arcada’s
backup program told me it couldn’t find the Seagate
tape drive for the fourth or fifth time. Sometimes it
takes a little “nudge™ for me to see clearly.

Iran “simpie” backup of the volumes on the 2.1G
drive for a start with the NT software. Boy was 1 sur-
prised when it completed backing-up 640M in a little
more than 12 minutes (actually 12 minutes, 41 seconds)
for an average of 50.4 M/minute backup speed in Ar-
cada’s suggested (default) configuration. That's fast, re-
ally fast for a drive which should be selling at around
$400 or less from Jocal vendors.

Hardware really does make a difference. With the
“old” setup, I was seeing about 30 M/minute backups
which I bad thought were pretty fast.

About Arcada/Seagate’s NT software. Il's gross over-
kill for a home PC network. There are capabilities in
the Backup Exec for Windows NT that I'll never use.
This is definitely “professional® network administrator
territory and much more suitable for a large. complex
installation than for a simple peer-to-peer home net-
work. Since I made the mistake of installing the NT
Workstation Service Pack 1, just before testing the soft-
ware at the network leve! rather than off a single ma-
chine, I’m suspicious that some of the problems I en-
countered may be a result of Microsoft’s “bug fixes”
and not the drive or software. I never completed an en-
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The Programmer’s Quick Guide
To The Computer Languages

Contributed by Patrick Dryden

The proliferation of modemn programming languages
(all of which seem to have stolen countless features
from one another) sometimes makes it difficult to re-
member which one you're currently using. This handy
reference is offered as a public service to help program-
mers who find themselves jn such a dilemma.

TASK: Shoot yourself in the foot.
C: You shoot yourself in the foot.

C++: You accidentally create a dozen instances of
yourself and shoot them all in the foot. Providing emer-
gency medical assistance is impossible since you can’t
tell which are bitwise copies and which are just point-
ing at others and saying, "That’s me, over there."

FORTRAN: You shoot yourself in each toe, jtera-
tively, until you run out of toes, then you read in the
next foot and repeat. If you run out of bullets, you con-
tinue with the attempts to shoot yourself anyways be-
cause you have no exception-handling capabiliry.

Pascal: The compiler won’t let you shoot yourself in
the foot.

Ada: After correctly packing your foot, you attempt to
concurrently toad the gun, pull the trigger, scream, and

shoot yourself in the foot. However, when you do, you

discover you can’t because your foot is of the wrong

type.

tire network backup as a result of errors which stopped
the process.

Discussed this with Seagate's Nick Blozan, Director of
Product Management for Desktop Products, at Comdex
just before finishing this and he suggested I try the new
NT Workstation backup software which is in beta and
due to be released shortly. He agreed to send a *solid”
copy of the software which may help a great deal. Stay
tuned ...

In summary, I love the drive and the DOS, 3.1x and
Win 95 software. There’s a lot of speed and capacity
for a very reasonable price, about $400 — especially
when 1 remember that [ paid somewhat more for my
first Colorado 250M drive.

Reagan Andrews
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Programmers’ Guide... Ctd.

COBOL: Using a COLT 45 HANDGUN, AIM gun at
LEG.FOOT, THEN place ARM.HAND.FINGER on
HANDGUN.TRIGGER and SQUEEZE. THEN return
HANDGUN to HOLSTER. CHECK whether SHOE-
LACE needs to be re-tied. '

LISP: You shoot yourself in the appendage which
holds the gun with which you shoot yourself in the ap-
pendage which holds the gun with which you shoot
yourself in the appendage which holds the gun with
which you shoot yourself in the appendage which holds
the gun with which you shoot yourself in the append-
age which holds the gun with which you shoot yourself
in the appendage which holds...

FORTH: Foot in yourself shoot.

Prolog: You tell your program that you want to be
shot in the foot. The program figures out how to do it,
but the syntax doesn’t permit it to explain it to you.

BASIC: Shoot yourself in the foot with a water pistol.
On large systems, continue until entire lower body is
waterlogged.

Visnal Basic: You'll really only _appear_ to have shot
yourself in the foot, but you’]l have had so much
fun doing it that you won’t care.

HyperTalk: Put the first bullet of gun into foot left
of leg of you. Answer the result.

Motif: You spend days writing a UIL description
of your foot, the bullet, its trajectory, and the intri-
cate scrollwork on the ivory handles of the gun.
When you finally get around to pulling the trigger,
the gun jams.

APL: You shoot yourself in the foot, then spend
all day figuring out how to do it in fewer characters.

SNOBOL: If you succeed, shoot yourself in the
left foot. If you fail, shoot yourself in the right foot.
Unix:

% 1s foot.c foot.h foot.o toe.c toe.o

% rm * .0 rm: .o: no such file or directory

% s

%

Concurrent Euclid: You shoot yourself in some-
body eise’s foot.

370 JCL: You send your foot down to MIS and in-
clude a 400-page document explaining exactly how
you want it to be shot. Three years later, your foot
comes back deep-fried.
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Paradox: Not only can you shoot yourself in the foot,
YOur users can, too.

Access: You point the gun at your foot and pull the
trigger. A litie flag pops out of the gun which reads,
"Error: call to undefined dynalink”. The gun then pro-
ceeds to explode in your hand.

Revelation: You’re sure you’re going to be able to
shoot yourself in the foot, just as soon as you figure out
what all these rifty little bullet-thingies are for.

Assembler: You try to shoot yourself in the foot, only
to discover you must first invent the gun, the bullet, the
trigger, and your foot.

Modula2: After realizing that you can’t actually ac-
complish anything in this language, you shoot yourself
in the head.

[Ed. Note: Patrick Dryden is an NTPCUG member of
many years and a Senior Editor for ComputerWorld
He has contributed a number of humerous, PC-related
pieces he has either composed or discovered during his
many trips to Usenet.]
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. would stop for a moment or take one of the new tri-fold band-
Windows World World-Class Volunteers outs, We all owe a debt of thanks to the show volunteers: Debo-
Facing the deadline for this month's preface o the listing of val- rah Bean, Neal Berkowitz, Kli(f Barues, Gladys Clayton, Pat
unteess in action js no fun. It means fielding calls from the edi- Cote, Marsha Drebilbis, Randy Durham, Dick Fisher
tor. All of the excuses have been presented with just the right Chuck Fiedler, Bill Green, Ed Mouritsen, Dan Ogden,
mixture of pleas for more time thrown in for seasoning. Thelda Opella, Raymond Reyes, Jim Thompson, Fred Toul-
roin. They processed several membership applications and did
Foraging for the right words sent me to computer shops, a stack of some good public relations work.
computer news articles, and finally to computer group meetings. [
thought, "Surely the Dallas Cornvention Center and NETWORKS Finishing this month’s copy was made easy after the inspiring
EXPO should have something to thaw the frozen crealive juices.” example of teamwork and volunteering demonstrated by those
capable members. They make this one of the best PC User
Finding the NTPCUG booth manned by our own volunteers was Groups in the couatry.
fortunate and made easy by the good location at the show. Quite
a few members of our group were there, and they were busy ex- Thanks to the many volunteers from our recent meeting who are
plaining the benefits of group membership to everyone who listed on this page.
Infomart Liaison John tvers Philip Bridge With Special Thanks to:
David Martin Linda Campbell Set Up Crew:
Swan Yarus Bob McNeil Gene Carleton Marck Gruner
Roben Hilliard Foy J. Mills Norm Dang Kent Haven
Alex Lilley Car] Oehmann William Farris M. Par Henley
Raymond Reyes Brad Ficke David Huckabee
Vendor Setup/Breakdown Pautl Williams Martin R. Gluck Jan Parkhil)
Booth Crew: Edwin Griffin Jerry Stone
Anchors: Roger Bopp Jimmy Hurst Inventory and Take-down Crew:
David Slavik Chris Brooks Tom Jackson Richard Blair
Neal Van Pelt Randy Durham Tom Jones Mark Christopher
Kenneth Berg H.E.Gaspar Mac McKeethen Brad Ficke
Crew: Judy Griffiths Mark Miller Martin R. Gluck
Roger Cruschfield Claude McClure Nancy Ogden Amold Xrusemark
Dick Abbort Ken Sauter John Primm DOM Desk Scheduler:
Larcy Miller Fred Toulmin George Read Philip Bridge
Matthew Williams Jim Russell-Redman Disk Production:
Anditorium Presentations Bob Wuller Oscar Tyler Gene Carleton
Newslenter Circulation: Lee Williams Howard Hamilton
Timothy Carmichael Charlie Fernandez
Ghris Jung
Chris Carmichael Disk of the Month s ~
(DOM) VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
Information/Registration . . . g . .
boots DOM it Supervisors Las, (7200770, 072007275 r (7 s
Joe Allen ject matiar your area of Interest.
Statistician: Roy Bal.cs 2._Meoting day: Sign up at the Information Booth or DOM
Connie Andrews Don Chick Booth to work thase areas in a coming monih.
Ralph Beaver (Assistant) James Donlon 3._By ghone:
Scheduler: M. Pat Henley
Arnold Krusemark Auditarium F'ras_entallons
Bob Wuller Timothy Carmichael . . . . . .. (972) 6614626 (w)
Anchors: DOM Desk Crew:
Ralph Beaver Richard Abreu DONPR Boo_(h Scheduler A
. hil Bridge. . ............. (972) 422-5400
Deborah Bean (Double) M‘Chl‘l’el A i;ley
Albert Champon g::ﬁ:;?mas D e L (214) 828-2216 (hy(w)
Lorin Cranford
Eteta Eta Richard Blair Informatlon Baoth and General Intormation
Hank Holt Jim Boyce L Claude McClure. . ......... (872) 867-0878 (n) J
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Battle for Supremacy of Las Vegas Skies,
Feast, Famine, Fire and Floods — All
Highlight Small, ‘Flat” Comdex/FALL 96

Huge Disks, Flat-Panel Displays, Internet Held Show Floors

*Mano-a-Mano” reigned in the skies over Las Vegas as the Fuji Film blimp, cir-
cling its prey and deadly as a silent and menacing shark, surged toward the
Alta Vista airship on the third day of Comdex/FALL ‘96. Like two gliding
wraiths, the airships gracefully weaved, twisted and slowly turned in their bi-
zarre and lethal, serpentine dance.

The desert sun turned the Fuji airship into a silver omen while intensifying the
stark white presence of the Alta Vista blimp. Connie cheered for Fuji, thankful
for the eclipse and respite from the blazing orb over a hot Las Vegas the day be-
fore.

Quickly, two Las Vegas Police helicopters joined in the fray. Startled specta-
tors on the Las Vegas “Strip,” watching the unexpected acrial braw] above in-
stead of the Treasure Island Casino mock sea battle (on schedule in spite of the
inferno of slow-motion combat erupting above), and later described the flicker-
ing sparkle of automatic weapons fire between the two leviathans of the heav-
ens as the Police choppers vainly tried to intercede in the conflict, gave up and

departed to other, safer, areas.

Powerless and immobile, two hapless Corel hot-air balloons, caught in the
crossfire, vainly struggled to avoid the powerful conflict raging between the
minions of American-based DEC Alia Vista (Digital Equiprment’s powerful
Web search engine) and the Japan-based Fuji interloper into the blazing, chro-

miurn-blue skies of Las Vegas.

IN oTher words ...
It’s Varievy Store afrer
Comdex/FALL ‘95!

And, you can te]l by the "purple”
prose above, product of a somewhat
undisciplined imagination set free by
sheer boredom, the giant show wag
that “flat’”

“Flat” doesn’t mean upeventfu} —
it’'s in Las Vegas, remember. Most
of the excitement wasn’t on the show
floors, though.

Eubanks & Gares Talks
Male Comdex/FALL ‘96
Worth Trip 70 Las Vegas

1 got one and a half of the two things
1 look forward to most in terms of
Comdex. Eubanks and Gates. We
heard an excellent and spontaneous
talk by Gordon Eubanks, CEO of Sy-
mantec, and a rehearsed Office 97

roilout presentation by Bill Gates
(that’s the “half* mentoned above)
Microsoft’s CEO. Both talks were
held at APCUG-sponsored events.
Eubanks’ comments regarding his
views of the PC industry and coming
trends were great,

Eubanks remained focused through-
out his talk on the role of the PC, in-
lerface with the user and his vision
of the problems facing the industry.
Symantec’s CEO included the PC
users groups in his equations for
change and stated that both the indus
uy and PCUG's have to recognize
the evolution being caused by PC us-
ers who are after a “TV experience.”

People Buying PCs
Changed From
‘Techies’ of Old

He typified the new, non-savvy PC
users as unwilling to become “‘a me-
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chanic just to drive the car 0 the gro-
cery store.” and continued the paral-
lel with anecdotes stemming from
the early days of computers and PCs.
People are unwilling to lean the
“mechanic” role and will fight any
system too complicated to allow easy
use to achieve their goals. Eubanks
did feel that a major role for PCUGs
was 10 teach and remove the obsta-
cles new PC users stumble across
while aftemptling to leam how to use
the PC effectively.
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In this regard, he acknowledged the
role of PCUGs in providing end-user
support that is no longer affordable
to vendors or available via the tradi-
Honal sources, i.e., computer stores,
mantifacturers and other commercial
venues. Symantec’s CEO did feel
that both PCUGs and vendors need
t0 acquire a better “feel” for the
needs and wants of the “people,” and
to change their approaches in order
to meet those desires.

‘NCs’ No Threar
Eubanks Thinks
Offer Less for $$$

Eubanks did dismiss the “threat” of
the NC (network computers) which
he feels still haven’t solved the sup-
port problems for MIS and bring
new problems to the foray instead.
He described the *NC” as po solu-
ton, just a less capable alternative 10
Windows and hinted a lot of the em-
phasis on the NC was really an envi-
ous, anti-Microsoft/Intet attack.

Computing ‘freedom’ for the users

via ‘real’ PCs will be very difficult to
take away he hinted. People have be-

come accustomed to the power and
privacy of a self-contained platform
and will fight MIS attempts 10 re-
move this capability in the name of
‘Economy’ and ease of support.

Symantec InNTEResTE
In Possibly Acouining
Borland and Delphi?

A couple of Eubanks remarks were
met with some sueprise. He was
very enthusiastic about Borland’s
Delphi as a development platform,
and cootinved this enthusiasm when
describing several of Borland’s Java-
based tools as well as Symantec’s
new Java tools. Later heard some

comments that Symantec may be “in-
terested” in Borland as a possible ac-
quisition target as result of Eubanks’
enthusiasm over Delphi. Hmmm....

Whar was ‘Big’ AT Comdex?
InverneT, Disks & Displays,
But, Mostly Loud Games

Internet, Ho hum. Lots and lots of
Internet Service Providers (ISP’s)
browsers, utilities, plug-ins, and gen-
eral hoopla on the floors. Even in
the non-Intemnet areas. Was all
pretty boring. Every vendor tried to
make their exhibit ‘Internet-aware’ 10
the extent that it often came across
as nidiculous.

Modem makers were worst of the
group. Everybody who can make a
modem was showing (display-only)
a 56K modem. Everybody. Even
vendors whose hardware would
barely make a clean 2400 connection
were claiming 56K units would be
availabje “real soon now,” i.e., Ist
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Quarter, 1957. Nobody wanted to
discuss the little secrets about 56K
operation — line-noise sensitivity
and non-full duplex operation — ex-
cept MultiTech who is working hard
for DSVD acceptance as the ‘real’ so-
lution to Internet operation. How-
ever, even MultiTech announced that
56K units would be available in the
Ist Quarter, 1997.

Big Disks - Ask Maxtor

Think 5.1G, below 10 ms access
tmes and EIDE, then think Maxtor.
Maxtor’s new DiamondMax 5.1G
drive has to be seen to be believed.
They’ll be foliowed by other drive
vendors shortly at this level. My
problem is “where will it atl end?”
By this time next year, my new 2.1G
SCSI-I drive will be considered
“small” and the 8G Seagate tape
drive will need two tapes to backup
our machines.

Flay-Panel Displays

What really caught my attention at
Comdex? Saw a number of vendors
showing respectable flat-panel dis-
plays ranging from 15" to 20” and
looking very good.

Best of the bunch was the 15” dis-
play seen at the Panasonic OEM
booth with both good sharpness and
excellent contrast at 800 X 600 reso-
lution. Also saw very good flat-
panel displays at Sharp, NEC and Vi-
sonic booths, particularly the 20”
NEC panel. 15" units have same
‘real’ display sizes seen in a number
of 17" monitors, and 20" unjts are
substantially ‘Jarger’ than their 21"
equivalents.

This has to be the future for PC dis-
plays. Even the large, NEC unit was
only a few inches deep which means
significant savings in desktop area de-
voted to a bulky monitor. Units are
sul} “pricey” but much less that 50%
of quoted suggested retail prices we
heard Jast year at Comdex.
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Pain From Games

Walking the halls at Comdex was oc-
casionally a painful experience.
Mostly because of the many, many
interactive games and videos being
used to demonstrate the capabilities
of various PC platforms, video cards
and audio cards. A couple (maybe
more) years back, I was surprised by
the many machines left with Win-
dows’ Solitaire on the screens dudng
quiet moments. This year, games ap-
peared (0 be a major demonstration
medium to show speed and capabil-
ity.

Feasr and Faming,
Fire and Floods,
Vegas Had it all

Feast?

Las Vegas has avaitable some of the
finest food in the world (a1 a $3%
price during Comdex in spite of the
stories you hear to the contrary.)
This is a major attraction for Com-
dex attendees and booth personnel
after the convention halls close for
the day. Heading out to restaurants
and parties after the show closes also
contributes to some of the long,
long, long taxi lines mentioned later.

We (Andy Oliver, NTPCUG Presi-

dent, Pat Oliver, Connie and me) met
B
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Douglas McQuaid. former PC News
editor, at Buzios in the Rio Hotel for
dinner Tuesday evening. Afier
drinks and a lot of talk about the
Power PC and Motorola (Douglas’
Austin, TX, employer now), we had
some of the best seafood we've ever
had.

That was followed Wednesday mormn-
ing by Symantec’s APCUG breakfast
meeting where the usual buffet lines
were supplemented by custom-pre-
pared omelettes while anendees
waited. Even though I watched the
chefs very carefully, 1 still don’t
think I'll ever lean the art of flip-
ping an omelette in a pan with the
expertise they displayed. Dessert
was Gordon Eubanks and his sponta-
neous, candid and thoughtful com-
ments conceming trends in the PC in-
dustry he sees ahead.

During the day Thursday, Connie
and | sampled the ltalian cuisine at
Piero’s Restavrant across the street
from the Las Vegas Convention Cen-
ter covrtesy of Pat Meiers, PR con-
sultant, who invites the Press to sit,
eat and meet her clients in the bistro.
That’s where we made contact last
year with the Merriam Webster
group, who presented at the
NTPCUG earlier this year, and met
some interesting media folks from
London this year.

Famine?

Softbank did it again! In the past,
press rooms at Comdex have been
stocked with coffee, soft drinks, yo-
gurt, rolls, croissants and fruit in the
morning, and by sandwiches, fruit,
etc. in the aftemoons. This custom
allows press memberss to snack while
they plan for interviews, write stories
and transmit copy o their publishers
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(I'm using “press” for all media
here).

Softbank puts on Comdex (and Wir-
dowsWorld) and provides the press-
room. Monday through Wednes-
day, all was “normal.” Thursday, it
was gone. Saw same thing at the
October Dallas show. Don’t know
if this is Softbank’s policy, Oriental
attitudes/custom toward the press,
or poor planning. Heard a lot of
grumbling from some of the major
media figures in the area who were
equally surprised by the early cutoff.

May be a response to a Jot of people
with press credentials I see who
would ordinarily not qualify for
them, but who do take advantage of
all the “perks” they can grab once
they get the red badge holder.

Fire?

Think Sands. The old Sands hotel is
mostly gone now with only the shell
of the round tower and a casino fa-
cade still standing on Las Vegas
Bivd. (the “Strip”). When we ar-
rived, I noticed a wrecked-out C-123
cargo plane (members may remem-
ber them from the movie Air Amer-
ica) and several sets of rails/tracks in
the area.

Monday morning at the Las Vegas
Convention Center (LVCC). Connie
looked back toward the strip and saw
thick plumes of billowing black
smoke coming from the “Strip.”" She
thought it was one of the construc-
tion projects ablaze and was con-
cerned that it not spread to adjacent
hotels (i.e., Treasure Island where we
were Staying,)

Nope. Il was just Hollywood — tak-
ing advantage of the scene and (com-
ing implosion of the main tower
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shell) to grab some footage for a fu-
ture film epic.

Flood?

Las Vegas is a constant surprise dur-
ing Comdex. We've had false fire
alarms, false building evacuation
alarms, snow two years ago — and
now, floods!

Some background: Las Vegas gets
an average of about five (5) inches
of moisture in the form of rain and
snpow per year. Drainage basn't been
a big problem for desert-bound city.
Give the city between 0.75" and 1.0”
of rain over a six-hour period and all
Hel} breaks loose.

T know, I was caught in it. So was
Connie. And, it was mostly my
fault. I wanted to see AdultDex ‘96,
where all the XXX-rated CD/ROM
vendors were supposedly forced to
flee last year by Softbank, which
was being beld in the Sahara Hotel
convention area. It had been driz-
zling off and on most of the after-
noon Thursday. Connie and I took a
cab to the Sands Convention Center
where she took three FedEX boxes
to be shipped back to Dallas. I went
on to AdultDex ‘96 at the Sahara.

On arrival at the Sahara, | made my
way to the convention area, noticing
lots and lots of buckets set out by the
hotel to catch water from their leak-
ing roof. Didn’t think anything
about it as [ went through a maze of
corridors and construction tunnels.

AdultDex was somewhat sleazier
than Jast year. Were live "models”
signing promotional pictures for their
movies/CD/ROMs, but also several
Intermet Service Providers (ISPs) and
Web developers/ site managerrent
groups as well. The man selling

printer parts and supplies wasn't
there this year.

Left the “show” shortly and was glad
it was free to the press.

On the way back to the taxi area, pas-
sage was blocked by one of the Sa-
hara management staff and a security
officer while a third man was stand-
ing on a ladder with his head hidden
above the ceiling. Manager was fear-
ful that the generousty-leaking ceil-
ing was about to collapse, and was
telling people trying to negotiate the
corridor between the hotel section
and the casino area they would have
to walk outside in the rain 10 get {0
their destination. Security guard sug-
gested they could route pedestrians
through the theater and kiwchens and
avoid the rain (and
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walked through the rain and very
deep pools of water at the road
curbs, drenched and quite unhappy.

Saw a lot of stalled vehicles,
drowned-out by the high standing
water in the streets.

Saw an alley turned into a raging tor-
rent that trapped at Jeast one car and
accupant during the hour ride back
to the Treasure Island.

Should have been a five minute ride,
but so many main streets were
blocked by the water that a some-
what indirect route was necessary
during the peak of Comdex rush
hour.

Was really glad 10 get back t0 the ho-
tel. Even more glad when I read in
the Friday Las Vegas Review-Journal
that one underpass was under 14 feet
of water...

Reagan Andrews

angry feelings
from their guests.)
Got a “tour” of the
Sahara kitchens
and theater I hadn’t
anficipated.

Took more than an
hour to get a cab
once I reacbed the
taxi area. People in
line were cold, wet
and worried
whether they
would make sched-
uled aichine flights,
dates or even get
back to their ho-

tels. Send your URL fo store2@pro-tech.com

Best website receives §250 gift certificate for online shopping!”
“Entries arcepted thru 12/31/96 Winner will be noafied by 1/15/97.
(No purchase necessary. )

& Prolech Books.

Saw many, many
people trying to
cover themselves
with garbage bags,
box lids or show

Qrolengy ..

0 v . ¥ .
, $TARRINC OVER 10, 000 COMPUTER

AND  TECHMNICAL T
1m0  /ANT - A - 8K

K)o

ITLES

WIN §250!

bags from the
LVCC as they

YOUR COMPUTER & TECHNICAL BOOKSTORE
CALL 1-800-WANT-A-BK FOR LOCATION NEAREST YOU!




Deccmb_cr 1996

COREL CORNER

Excerpt from Corel Clips, Noveriber 1996:

Corel Office for Java

Revolutionary “Corel Office for Java” is the first suite of office productiv-
ity applications written entirely in Java. Merging the expertise of Corel’s
award-winning product developers with the strengths of fava, Core} Of-
fice for Java offers a platform independent, document centric, network
centric, modular and extensible environment for document creation and

workgroup collaboration.

Written entirely in Java, Core) Of-
fice for Java is platform inde-
pendent All that’s required is a
platform that implements the
Java Virtual Machine (JVM). The
number of supported operating
systems and browsers increases al-
most daily. To date, these in-
clude: SUN Solaris, JavaOS, Win
95 (Netscape Navigator 3.0 and
Internet Explorer 3.0, HotJava).
The cross platform capabilities of
the suite extend beyond executing
the applications on multiple plat-
forms: Because Corel Office for
Java also uses Java to represent
the document, users can create of-
fice documents that are immedi-
ately publishable to their local
printer, the Intranet, or the In-
ternet. No conversion or reformat-
ting is required. Any Corel Office
for Java document can thus be
shared across multiple platforms
in any computing environment.

The Document-Centric Approach

With Corel Office for Java, the ap-
plication resides within the docu-
ment rather than the document re-
siding in the application. This

means. that users can seamlessly
incorporate multiple components
into their documents without
ever leaving the main window.
For example, a user can start cre-
ating a document using the word
processor, embed a spreadsheet,
chart the resulbing data in a color-
ful bar graph, and the main intex-
face always remains the same.
Toolbars and menu items update
as required. This document cen-
tric approach is implemented us-
ing an OpenDoc-like container-
component framework call CAF
(Corel Application Framework,
described in more detail below).
CAFT allows containers to contain
multiple components which in
turn can contain other compo-
nents and provides for the com-
munication between components
and containers, such as in-place
editing of an embedded spread-
sheet. Compared to Microsoft’s
OLE, this approach requires
much less overhead and is avail-
able across platforms.

The Network-Centric Approach

Unlike today’s office suites which
. are centered around
a "fat" client, Corel
Office for Java is net-
work centric. This
means that applica-
tions and applica-
tion components re-
side on the server
and are seamlessly
downloaded to the
client as required.

As a result of this
network-centric ap-

Dallas Corel Is A SIG Of North Texas PC Users Group proach, maintenance
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COREL

CORPORATION

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

4Technical Support Repre-
sentabives...................800-818-1848

“G1 Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel
products)
....800-772-6735

4Customer Service Representau'ves
e ...800-772-6735

“IVAN (Interactive Voice Answer-
ing Network) ............. 613-728-1990

%24 Hour Automated Fax System
....613-728-0826 Ext.3080

«Technical Support hours are
4AM to 8PM (EST) excluding
holidays

of software is greatly simplified.
To update an organization’s pro-
duchvity software simply re-
quires an update of the software
on the server. Software distribu-
Hon and upgrading, version com-
patibility, and multi-platform en-
vironments are no longer an issue.

This network-centric approach to
computing also creates an ideal
workgroup environment. Users
can share any Core] Office for
Java document across the net-
work without giving a second
thought to standards, file formats,
or individual operating system:s.
Documents can be viewed with
any Java-enabled browser. For ex-
ample, one team member can
edit a document’s text and then
retumn it to the netwark server so
that another can change the chart
formats while working from
home. Meanwhile, server-based
version control keeps track of the
changes and controls user access.
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Extensibility

Because Corel Office or Java is
fully JavaBeans compliant, its func-
tionality can be easily extended by
adding Java applets for specific fea-
tures or entire application compo-
nents. To develop these exten-
sions, programmers can either use
pure AWT or take advantage of
the capabilities provided in Corel’s
Application Framework (CAF).

Third-Party Development - Corel
CAF

The Corel Application Framework
for Java (CAF) the framework on
which all Coret Office for Java’s ap-
plications are based is a library of in-
tegrated Java classes and interfaces
designed for the rapid development
of platform-independent GUI appli-
cations. CAF is written enfirely m
Java. Applications based on CAF
will therefore um on all Java-virtual
machines and are portable across
different platforms today and to-
morrow. Corel CAF will be publicly
available in November 1996.

Availability

The first commercial release of
Corel Office for Java is targeted
for the first quarter of 1997 and
will include:
% word processing
¢ spreadsheet analysis
< presentabions
% charting
¢ business graphics
¢ calendaring and scheduling
4 address book
< email
The preview version of Corel Of-
fice for Java is available for live

access at: HTTP:/ /officefor-
java.corel.com

Corel On-Line Addresses:

¢ http://www.corel.com

4 Product Info:
www.corel.com/products

From the Publisher/Managing

Editor seems like a weighty way
to open a “sometimes” column.
But, I felt that I/we needed to
communicate some important in-
formation to the readers and writ-
ers in the Club.

Lately, The PC News has “stum-
bled” slightly in terms of accu-
racy. Sharp-eyed readers who re-
ally dig into this newsletter may
have noticed that in our zeal to
update all the telephone numbers
in the October issue to reflect the
new 972 Area Code, We {actually
Connie - followed by my not
catching it before it went to the
printers) inadvertently changed
the exchange numbers for the BBS
on the inside back cover.

Mea Culpa! Fred Williams made
a comment in his BBS Online that
we should only indulge after the
rewsletter went “to bed” for the

Daltas Corel Is A SIG Of North Texas PC Users Group

<+ Web Mall / Photo CD’s for
Download:http://com-
merce.corel.com/

% Press Releases:
www.corel.com/new

% Service & Support:
www.corel.ca/support/

4 Partmers/ Developers:
www.corel.ca/partners_devel-
opers

% Free Stuff & Fun Stuff:
www.corel.ca/freefunfantas-
tic/

Marsha Drebelbis
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month, not before. How does he
expect us to finish it then?

The BBS numbers were corrected
last month (November)and we do
apologize for any inconvenience
our slip may have caused readers.

Serious Note(s)

On a more serious note, also asso-
ciated with the BBS, I'd like to
ask SIG teaders and others who
submit copy for the newsletter to
forego the temptation to use In-
ternet E-mail to accomplish trans-
mission. It just isn’t working
well, particularly with formatted
text in some word processor’s na-
tive file format.

What you sent may have beauti-
ful, but what I see after transmis-
sion in usually garbage since we
ain‘t (apologies to Fred) Mime
compliant to the extent of at-
tached file transmission and re-
ceipt. This isn’t Fred’s fault —
he’s been warning all of us that
there are problems in the system
for anything except ASCII text.
“Unscrambling” the results takes
a lot of time and effort and tends
to produce screams of agony and
foul language (mine) in the proc-
ess.

Happier note(s)

We may have a new NTPCUG
logo shortly, and a new North
Texas PC News style as a result.
Marsha Drebelbis has been work-
ing with a local group of commer-
cial design students on a new
NTPCUG logo for the Club. In-
itial samples produced for us

look quite promising and may be
close to “final.”

Our original logo — an impres-
sion of the origimal IBM-PC, circa
1982. — is becoming a little
“dated” and the BOD felt it was a
good time for a change in our
public face.

Reagan Andrews
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News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups

(Materigl for this column should be sent fo NTPCUG BBS SIG Upload Area or to
Connie Andrews, Special Interest Group Editor, before the 10th of the month)

Access SIG

Gene Harris, of Zetron Sofrware, L. L.
C., of Edmond, Oklahoma will speak
1o us in December on one of his favor-
ite subjects. Of course, that would be
the Team Access software for ‘‘version
contro)”. That is, it assists you in keep-
ing track of the objects in your applica-
tion, who'’s working on what, and who
cap or cannot be allowed to update
which part. Marketplace acceptance of
Team Access has been high, and
they’ve recently concluded a marketing
agreement with FMS, Inc. To top all
this off, Gene has a new version to
show us. [t's a major rewrite, using in-
novative methods to reliably synchro-
nize the activities of multiple develop-
ers. Adruinistrative fanctions have been
split into a separate application, includ-
ing database reports, to provide for a
smaller, less-intrusive add-in that won’t
get in the developers’ way. Gene has
hinted that he’ll discuss some new and
very interesting techniques he's discov-

ered, t00, including sensing and re-
sponding to some Windows messages
You’ve heard of message capture and
callback software for Visual Basic, but
Gene’s the first ] know to have done it
in Access! We'd better not miss this
presentation.

Thanks to Sara Lovegrove for her out-
standing presentation at our November
meeting. Sara and many others have
pitched in, t00, to lend a hand with the
SIG in the past few months and I ex-
tend my personal gratitude to all
who’ve been so kind and helpful - I
won't try 1o list you all, because I'm
sure I'd miss someone.

My most special thanks are due to Dr.
Tom Lukers, our newest Assistant SIG
Leader - you've seen him at the front
of the meeting room for a few months;
you’ll soon see his name in the sidebar
in the Selected SIG Repons section of
the North Texas PC News. Tom and 1
had discussed his starting a new SIG,

(

SIG Name Changes:

(972) 9604276 (W).
N

FROM THE $1G COORDINATOR
The following are changes/additions/neads that the NTPCUG has madse to the SiG's.

— Mlcrosoft Visual C++/MFC - was — Windows Developers
Groups Lookling for Help in LeadIng their SIGs:
— Introduction to the PC {Contact Alex Lilley @ {872) 517-7430 h]

— Visual Baslc [Contact Jim Carter @ (972) 235-5968 h)
— Dallag Corel (Contact Marsha Drebelbis {214) 951-0266)
— Hardware Solutions (Contact Charles Miller (903) 938-4220 h)

The requirements for forming a SI1G are:
Leadershlp — at least one individual willing to lead the SIG, and an assistant,

Membership — at least eight individuals willing to attend the SIG fairly consistently.

If you have a group that meets these qualificalions or would like help in finding oth-
ers who might share your interests, please contact me at (972) 517-7430 (H) or

17

North Texas PC NEWS

REPORTS . . .




North Texas PCE NEWS

December 1996

specializing io Beginning Access issues
and planned for him to present to us a
sample session for the new SIG. When
I discovered I would need surgery and
have to be out for some months Tom
volunteered, instead, to take over for
me for as long as I needed him to do
s0. He's done presentations, scheduled
other speakers, kept me up-to-date on
what’s goiog on, and has led the SIG in
grand style. T am much indebted to
Tom and very much appreciate the time
and effort he's expended leading the
SIG, and, as well, his boundless enthu-
siasm and energy. We missed Tom in
October - he was called away due o ill-
ness in his farnily. -

We have had excelient luck, far better
than most SIGs, in having interested
volunteers to speak on Access and Ac-
cess-related subjects. Don’t you have a
subject of interest you would share
with the Access SIG? We need all lev-
els, from items of interest to beginners
{and to refresh the memory of the more
experienced) to neat tricks useful 10

both end-users and professional devel-
opers. We haven’t had nearly so much
luck in gathering donated Access exam-
ples and other Access-related software
for an Access SIG freeware disk for the
NTPCUG Disk of the Month opera-
tion, but we’re stil) hoping!

Check inside the back cover of this is-
sue for the NTPCUG electronic bulle-
tin board system telephone numbers
and keep up-to-date with the group,
and Access, between meetings. There's
a local MS ACCESS message confer-
ence where you can post questions, an-
swers, or announcements and the In-
ternet newsgroup ‘‘comp.databases.ms-
access” (the newsgroup is available for
downloading only; you can’t view it on-
line), Attached to a message in the MS
ACCESS message conference, you'll
find a copy of Silly Little Mail Reader
(SLMR), good, solid, ang (best of all)
freeware, that you can download to use
to read the newsgroup.

We look forward to seeing you at the
December meeting. Come join us!

Larry Linson

Application Developers
(AcTiveX/OLE/ODBC)

The Application Developers (Ac-
tiveX/OLE/ODBC) SIG has decided to
keep pace wilh the ever-changing Win-
dows object technologies by changing
our name to the "ActiveX Developers”
SIG. We believe this change accurately
reflects our SIG’s mission, which is to
focus on using the object and database
technologies inherent in MS Windows
environments for application develop-
ment. Microsoft recently changed the
name of its Windows object technology
from "OLE” to "AcuveX", and addi-
tionally is using the term "ActiveX" in
a broader sense to mean Windows ob-
ject component-based applications, in-
cluding applications that use ODBC
technology. We are nat abandoning our
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focus on using OLE or ODBC in appli-
cation development. Rather, we are
broadening our emphasis to cover the
entire ActiveX spectrum from such mat-
ters as using ActiveX/OLE controls and
ODBC access in desktop applications
to using ActiveX Scripting, ODBC-Di-
rect and OLE Database technologies in
client-server and Intemmet application de-
velopment.

To this end, in December we have tenta-
tively arranged for Kart Koehler of
Microsoft to give us a preview of the
object technologies in Microsoft Office
97. Kari will cover not only the Office
97 object architecture but also the new
version of Visual Basic for Applica-
tions, VBA 5.0, that is built into Office
97. This VBA capability in Office 57
exists for the first time across all Office
applications and extends the Visual Ba-
sic development environment intermally
into Office 97. Additonally, all Office
97 apps are now full OLE Servers and
Clients, including OLE Automation
Servers and Controllers. and can also
host ActiveX/OLE controls. Kari will
also discuss the newest version of the
Microsoft Office family, the Office 97
Developer’s Version. Please come join
us for what promises 10 be a lively and
informing presentation on the newest
Microsoft object technologies!

Note- We will be posting updated infor-
mation on our SIG at the WebDallas
web site, “www.webdaltas.com”.
Please check this site for last minute
changes and confirmations for our
monthly meeting topics and speakers.

Dan Ogden
Assembler SIG

Our November meeung featured an ex-
cellent presentation by Glynn Brooks
on the USB (Universal Serial Bus),

We have had a number of requests for a
presentation on MMX programming.
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Since Bob McGhee (of Cyrix) had vol-
unteered to talk on the subject, we will
try to get him scheduled as soon as pos-
sible. In the meantime, our December
meeting will feature a talk by Frank
Cavallito on tming and optimization is-
sues.

We hope to see you in December. Sug-
gestions (and volunteers) for presenta-
tions are always welcome,

Frank Cavallito
C+t+/Advanced SIG

At the November meeting of the Ad-
vanced C++ SIG, 1 finished my series
on OLE automation and MFC. Afier
three months of laying the groundwork,
we finajly-got around to talking about
OLE automation. We covered the. IDis-
patch interface, the MFC classes and
macros that provide support for OLE
automation, and the support that App
Wizard and Class Wizard provide. Un-
fortunately, equipment problems pre-
vented us from vsing the overhead pro-
jector to demonstrate. Nonetheless, the
debate was lively, the questions were in-
sightful, and a good time was had by
all.

Having concluded the OLE series,
we’ll have anather free-form session in
December. If you have any C++ ques-
tions you'd like to ask, or topics you'd
like to discuss. this is the ume to bring
them up. Please join us!

Qur plans for next year are indefinite,
but there are a couple of presentations
I'm trying to arrange. One is on Java
programming, and the other on Op-
iima++. Notbing has been finalized,
but I hope to schedule both of them in
the first quarter of next year.

Kent Cobb and Tom Cook
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Communications SIG

Lots of people are using the Internet
for ansport of real time applicatians.
These applications include voice and
multimedia and are starting 10 appear
with relatively good performance and
guality. To help understand time-sensi-
tive applications, Joe Pueck from our
Comm-SIG will discuss how he plays
Bridge on ap interpational level.

His success stories, Internet service
provider, and “trial and tribulations"
with the multi-user subscription service
will be shared at the December meet-
ing. Join us at noon Saturday to learn
more about this very exciting and "real-
time fun” over the Internet.

Birl Smith and Alan Brosz

Dallas Corel SIG
December Program

Our SIG has received a copy of
Web.Graphics Suite and we will ry to
have it loaded on our PC in December
and ready for a hands-on exploration of
it in Room 7007. We have also been
promised a copy of DRAW 7, which is
expected 10 amive in a few weeks.
Come to the December meeting to
learn and share DRAW and Web.Graph-
ics tips and questions with others.

Volunteers

Volunteers to present future programs
at Dallas Corel SIG are welcome. Call
Marsha Drebelbis at 214-951-0266 or
e-mail to mdreb@lidgraph.com. The
more you give, the more you get.

Dufas Corel Is A 510 Of North Texos PC Users Group

November Meeting in Review

Corel Corporation gave a “gee whiz"
presentation in November in the main
auditorium. Frank Tomei of Corel Cor-
poration introduced the new
CorelDRAW! version 7, Web.Graphics
Suite, and WordPerfect 7 Suite. True to
Corel form, Frank's presentation held
the auditorium audience nveted to their
seats all morning. Ooh's and aah’s
greeted many of the exciting new fea-
tures he demonstrated.

Overheard behind-the-scenes com-
ments from beta testers about DRAW 7
are uncommonly favorable. Suppos-
edly it's already very stable and usable,
even in its first release. Frank men-
tioned that as of this date (Nov. 9), 20
million copies have already been or-
dered by customers and Corel will start
shipping within days. You can be sure
the new and desirable features from
this leader in PC graphics software will
keep it on the cuwing edge.

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

< Technical Support Repre-
sentatives........cccormunene. 800-818-1848

%G1 Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel prod-
ucts)

s enens e snseneeseessinnenes. 800-772-6735

“*Customer Service Representatives
cerreerensennnens 800-772-6735

+IVAN (Interactive Voice Answer-
ing Network) ............ 613-728-1990

<24 Hour Automated Fax Systemn
cerrcrenn s 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

“*Technical Support howrs are 4AM
to 8PM (EST) exduding holidays

*+To obtain our catalogue please re-
quest document #2000
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The upgrade from any previous version
to DRAW 7 is $249. The lowest up-
grade swreet price we found so far is
from Tiger Software at $224.95. Phone
1-800-888-4437. DRAW 6 owners
wanting to upgrade should call Corel
and give their registration number to
get a special upgrade bonus.

Recent Programs at
Dallas Corel SIG:

Y¢Janvary - Poster Artwork Created
Using Corel

YrFebruary - Tips and Tricks Dem-
onstration ont Corel 5

Y¥March - Windows 95 and
CorelDRAW 6 Demonstration

vz April - Epilog Graphics Engraver
Etches Corel Designs

YtMay - Corel SIG Members Show-
case Their Work

teJune - CorelDRAW 6’s “Other”
Modules Demonstrated

wJuly - Power Scanning Instruction
YrAugust - Fine Art and Corel

YrSeptember - Image Editing In-
struction

YrOctober - Web Page Design In-
struction on HotDog

YeNovember - Web.Graphics Suite
and CorelDRAW 7 Introduction

CoreINET

Every Wednesday from 7:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. ET, Corel, in conjunction
with CorelNET and Chris Dickman,
hosts an on-going series of Internet
chat events. Guests are invited to join
the chats and ask Corel representatives
questions about the featured topic of
discussion. While visitors 1o Corel’s
home page who use a Java-enabled
browser can use the Java chat applet
provided at http://irc.corel.com/corel-
com/index.htm. any IRC chat client
will do. If you prefer to use an IRC cli-
ent, connect to irc.corel.com on the
channel #corelnet. Transchipts of past
events are available at http://www.corel-
net.com/carelnettalk.htm. Stay funed
to CoreINET (www.corelnet.com) and

Corel's home page (www.corel.com)
for updated chat schedules.

Marsha Drebelbis
TIPS & TRICKS

from

Laurie McCanna

Exporting from Core/DRAW
for the Web

You’ve exported as a 256 color .gif
from CorelDraw. You end up with jag-
ged edges, a bad dither, and a little
white line aJl the way around the image
you've tried 1o expon. You try export-
ing using the “Selected Only” box on
the export dialog box. Same resuits.
Frustrated, but by this time determined
10 succeed, you export your file as a
bmp or uff. Same result as number one,
with the excepuon that if you've ex-
ported as a {6 million color file, at least
you aren't seeing a bad dither any
more. You will, however, soll see jag-
ged edges and a little white line all
around your image.

Until you get Core]DRAW 7, Xara or
Web.Graphics Suite, do this:

1. Forget the Expon function from
CorelDraw. Instead, open PhotoPaint.
Now, open your .cdr file. You will have
10 specify how many pixels and the dpi
that you want to apen your file at.
Make the pixel size a litle larger than
you want your fina) art to be.

2. Your image still has jagged edges. If
your image has excess white area, use
the selection 100} to select the portion
of your image you want to keep. Then,
from the Mask menu, choose Crop Im-
age.

3. Now, to get rd of the jaggies. resam-
ple your image. Chaose Resample
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from your menu. Up pops the follow-
ing dialog box. Make sure that the Proc-
ess box reads Anti-alias, and that you
have the Maintain Aspect checkbox
checked, so your image doesn’t end up
squished horizontally or vertically. Anti-
alasing will help to eliminate the jag-
ged edges. If the edges still Jook a little
100 jagged, you can resample again.
Once you're happy with the appearance
with your artwork, use the Image
Menu, Conven To, 8bit (256) colors.
Then save your file as a .gif, and live
happily ever after.

Find Laurte McCanna’s Web page at
WWW.Mmccannas.com.

Marsha Drebelbis
Delphi SIG

I finally had a plan come 1ogether!
For the November meeting I as able to
do the demo of JerSer an Access con-
nectivity VCL set from Eagle Re-
search. We also had a pretty good dis-
cussion of other Access connectivity
products that appear to be somewhat
more marure than JetSet

The two most widely known are Titan
from AmiSys, and DirectAccess from
Opus. [ plan 10 do a future demo of the
Opus VCL as they have a “full fea-
tured” release available for download
from their web site, www,opus.ch.
(Yes, that is right. CH) [Iintend to snag
a copy of it. real soon now, and do
some testing.

I found the handouts for JetSet, after [
got back home Saturday. I'll try to re-
member to bring them to the December
meeung.

Speaking of the December (this
month's) meeting, I am planning to do
the rescheduled demo of ReportPrinter
Pro which was originaily scheduled
for the October meeting. Good thing,
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as I bave still not had the time to finish
the coding required to convert my com-
pany Invoice printing to Delphi from
compiled dBASE.

T will tentatively plan on showing Opus
“DirectAccess” at the January meeting.

Frank Cavallito is doing some heavy-
duty connectivity using Delphi and
0872, DB-2. Out of this has evolved a
good understanding of Delphi Winsock
programming. Frank has agreed to
share this hard-won knowledge with us
at the February meeting, This should
prove to be a good one.

Fred Williams

DOS SIG

I'm wishing for an extra-special Christ-
mas Present from Symantec this year. I
seriously doubt 'l get it though —
and, “what’s this have to do with
DOS?” you might ask.

Although it’s not obvious, the answer
is “Simple.” Tdo almost all my file
and disk management from DOS.

Even in Windows 3.11, Windows 95 and
(now) in Windows NT 4.0, 1 stll prefer one
of Symantec’s “old”’ DOS applications.
Norton Commander. Commander is the
major reason I haven't converted to long
file names (ILFN) use in Win 95 and NT.
That’s a real drawback and reason for my
“wish” above, Le., that Symantec would re-
Jease a new version of Commander that
ocould handle both LEN in Win 95’s DOS
box, and NTFS, Windows NT's more sc-
cure file systern in its DOS box.

There are a lot of advantages in a sim-
ple DOS disk and file manager that I
don’t find in Windows 3.11’s File Man-
ager or in Win 95 and Win NT’s Ex-
plorer. For many tasks, the GUI
{graphical User Interface) in these
“newer” managers 1s slow, frequently
clumsy and usually non-intuitive in sim-
ple file management. That is, they

make me work harder to accomplish
1asks that are simple and fast in most
DOS file managers.

A good example is when the user

wanis to delete a number of files in a di-
rectory. Every good DOS file manager
allows the user to “mark™ selected

items in a directory, then execute the
desired operation on them. Com-
mandec does this with the right mouse
button or Ins (Insert) key, other pro-
grams may use the space bar or other
key combinations.

In Win 3.x File Manager. you can ac-
complish this (if you are not using the
mouse) by imtating the sequence via
pressing Shift+F8, then using the space
bar to select desired files out of se-
quence as you move the cursor through
the directory using the keyboard.

Using Cul+mouse click with left but-
1on does make setection much faster in
File Manager and Explorer. Given a
choice, T stll prefer the “old” Win 3.x
File Manager to Explorer, but, again,
you lose ability to handle LFN's.

File management will be topic for the
December DOS SIG. Since I'll be see-
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ing Gordon Eubanks, Symantec CEQ,
at Comdex, maybe I'll have some good
news (for me at least) to report at the
SIG meeting if not here. It will be fun
even if I don’t convince them to release
one more DOS version.

Reagan Andrews

INTerner SIG - Beginning

Al the November meeting, Southwest-
ern Bell discussed their new Internet
services. Free connection software
which included Nerscape Navigator
was provided to all who attended.
There were also prizes given away in-
cluding T-shirts and mouse pads. If
you missed the meeting you can contact
Southwestern Bell about their Internet
services at [-888-SWB-INET.

In December, Doug Gorrie and Ernik
Leaseburg will review and reveal the
many features of Microsoft’s Internet Ex-
plorer Web browser. Frequently a new
user’s first exposure 0 surfing the Intemet
i5 through a Web browser. However, inter-
nauts can do much more with a Web
browser than just view information on the
World Wide Web. They can also send
email, peruse newsgroups, and download
files. Doug and Enk will also explain how
to install and custormize Internet Explorer.

With the growing popularity of the In-
ternel. we continually have new individu-
als coming to the meetings wanting o
leamn the [nternet basics:
What s the Internet?
What must [ purchase
or do to connect to the
Internet? What soft-
ware and hardware do |
need? How do I find
what { want on the In-
ternet? The SIG Jeaders
and volunteer member
Kiff Barnes will be hold-
ing the first “Inroduction
to the Intemet” course in
January. This course will
last approximately three
hours and will start
around noon. Rank In-
ternet beginners can
come to this course to
get a broad overview of
whal the Intemet is all
about.

———e— TS T

g
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This SIG’s primary purpose is to explain
the Internet to those unfamiliar with it.
This includes such things as how to
choose and connect to an Internet Serv-
ice Provider (ISP), what software options
are available, what hardware is needed,
and how 1o decipher all those confusing
acronyms and buzzwords.

Doug Gorrie, Tom O'Keefe &
Erik Leaseburg

Internver SIG - Advanced

During the November meeting SIG
leader, Tom O’Keefe, discussed the de-
tails of the coming 56K modem standard.
The new standard abandons typical
modulation/demodulation signal process-
ing used by current modems. Instead the
digital narure of the telephone system’s
backborne is utilized rather than being ig-
nored. The new modem standard is
hardly standard; however, since Rock-
well and US Robotics are proposing two
different 56K stapdards which are not
compatible. Hopefully the details will be
ironed out before these modems hit the
consumer market. A Southwestern Bell
representative was also on hand to dis-
cuss some advanced details about their
new Internet services.

The discussion about the impending melt-
down of the Internet, which was to occur
at the November meeting, has been
moved to December. Tom O'Keefe and
Pat Hykkonen will break through the
hype to discuss the consequences of an
Internet that is feeling some growing
pains. In January, Tom O’Keefe will in-
vite a network expert 1o discuss the some-
times nebulous Internet backbone.

The purpose of the Advanced Internet
SIG is to cover curtent and future tech-
nologies and issues relating to the use
and functioning of the Internet. If you
have suggestions for future meeting top-
ies or would like to present a topic your-
self, feel free o contact any of the SIG
leader’s listed below.

Tom O’Keefe, Pat Hykkonen,
Doug Gorrie, & Erik Leaseburg
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InTroducTion To The PC
SIC

The following is the tentative schedule

for SIG classes that will be offered as an

Inmroduction to the PC during the next

listed months. Classes can be taken in

any order suitable 10 the individual stu-
dent's schedule. Printed notes ace pro-
vided during classes.

December 14, 1996

% 9:00 Class 5
Graphics for the PC

% 10:00 Class 6
Word Processors

% Noon Class 7
Spreadsheet Programs
¢ 1:00 Class8

Other Software for the PC
Japuary 18, 1997

<+ 9:00 Class 9
Hardware for the PC
< 10:00 Class 10
Printers for the PC
< Noon Class 11

Overview of Quicken Accounting
Software

< 1:00 Class 12
Modems & Telecommunications

% 2:00 Class 12a
NTPCUG Bulletin Board System
(BBS)

February 8, 1997

4 9:00 Class 13
Overview of Microsaft Windows

@ 10:00 Class 14
Overview of Multimedia Software
& Hardware

“ Noon Class 15
Disk of the Month (DOM)
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@ 1:00 Class 16
PC’s Into the 21st Century

March 8, 1997*No Classes

April 12, 1997

£ 9:00 Class |
Introduction 10 the SIG and the Per-
sonal Camputer

% 10:00 Class2
Working with Files & Directory
Smuctures

4 Noon Class 3
Disk Operating System »~
(DOS) - Part 1

< 1:00 Class 4
DOS - Part I

* These dates are subject to change.,
Check your PC NEWS and/or the
NTPCUG BBS for corrected dates be-
fore the meetings.

Alex Lilley
MS Word for Windows

Alttendance at the November’s mesting
was down because of the mix-up of
dates, but those who were there went
back to the basics. We tackled margin
settings and other basics then moved
onto somée more advanced topics such as
whipping up a quick HTML page com-
plete with graphics.

Thanks to huernet Assistant combined
with Inlernet Explorer we saw how sim-
ple it is to create a page and have it ready
for publication in a few minutes instead
of a few hours.

1f you have access to the Internet don’t
forget to visit what can be considered our
SIG's page:
hitp://www.startext.net/homes/bevku/word
Jword.btm. Plans for that page are to
have something new each week or two
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and for back issues to be archived, so
you'll always be able to find just the in-
formation you want.

finding that I have to ration my time or
my brain locks up! (Grin)

Tip of the month:
It’s going to take a bit of time for me to
get it all 1ogether but by the time we
next meet the pages will be available,
This assumes, of course, that my stam-
ina holds up. All I can do is what I can
do and what I can’t has to wait. I'm

Before you try this month’s tip, select
Options from the Tools menu, then
choose 1he General tab. MaKe certain
that the second and third options are
turned off (Help for WordPerfect users

ATTENTION ALL $1G LEADERS!

We want your SIG notes. It’s important that NTPCUG members know what your
SIG has done and will be doing at your meetings and presemations. But, you
must get them to the PC News before they can be printed in the newsletter. The
best way is via the NTPCUG BBS.

It’s easy and quick. After you have written your SIG note, sign it at the boitom
and give it a file name that will help 1he editors know what it is. A good naming
convention would be four letters identifying your SIG, date of publication and fol-
lowed by .SIG suffix.

Once you log on to the NTPCUG BBS, here's the procedure:

< From the BBS Main Menu, select “F’ — (F)ile Up/Download. That will
take you to the NTPCUG Up/Download Menu.

+ Select “I’ — S(IG Happenings upload for newsletier, located in the
Upload area in the bottom half of the screen.

% Then, select “S to submit. You'll be asked for the 12 character filename which
is DOS’s familiar "8.3" naming convention, then you'll be asked to write a brief
description of the file you are going to upload to the SIG area.

++ Next the screen will show the name of the file you are uploading and the
default file-transfer protocol. [f you haven't selected a ““default”’ protocol
in the user menu, it will be X-Modem.

& At this point, you should give your communication software’s upload com-
mand and select the file transmission protocol to match the one the BBS
thinks you will use. The BBS will tell you when the transfer is completed.

< Most problems users experience are either a failure to match protocols, i.e., us-
ing Z-Modem to upload when the BBS expects X-Modem. or not having the
file to be uploaded in the appropriate upload directory. Another source of dif-
ficulty (for mixed-use shops) is inadvertantly sending a Macintosh file to a PC
BBS or vice versa.

If you want to make doubly sure that your note gets to the PC News — after
you've sent it to the SIG Upload Area — you can also include it as a (F)ile at-
tached to0 a BBS E-mail message to me, Reagan Andrews. You might also post
this on your SIG’s BBS Conference area in addition to the above.

Reagan Andrews
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and Navigation Keys for WordPerfect
Users).

Do you sometimes yearn for a clean,
full screen to see what you're working
with? Just touch the ALT key, then
type V, U. You will have a perfectly
clean screen on which to type. In or-
der to return to the more cluttered ap-
pearance, press the ESC key in the up-
per left comner of your keyboard.

If after pressing the Alt, V, U (you
COULD select Full Screen from the
View menu, but this is one keyboard
shortcut that's too good to miss), you
see various objects; such as the vertical
or horizontal scroll bar and/or the
starus bar, press ALT, T, O and choose
the View tab. Hint: try pressing the let-
ter V to get 1o the View tab.

In the center of the tab you will see, us-
der Window, the three items we just
mentioned. 1f they're checked, turn
*em off. Then press OK. Ta-daa,
they’re gone.

Even the Windows 95 task bar, pro-
vided you're using Win95, goes bye-
bye and you wind up with a nice clean,
uncluttered screen on which to do your
thing.

Next month's meeting will be on De-
cember 14¢h. Hope to see you all then.
No topic has been chosen yet, so if
you've any ideas or suggestions, drop
them off to me at bevku @startextnel.

Beverly Kurtin

Microsofr Visval C+/
MFC SIG

The December meeting will be about
debugging Windows applications using
BoundsChecker from NuMega Tech-
nologies. Jim Lavin, an independent
Windows development consultant, will
be the speaker.

NuMega Technologies, Inc., located in
Nashua, NH, was founded in 1987 1o
develop software development diagnos-
tic tools for the Windows operating sys-
tems, NuMega js recognized as a leader
in automatic error detection and ad-

=
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vanced debugging lools. NuMega cur-
rently offers solutions for Windows 95,
Windows NT, Win32s, Windows 3.1
and MS-DOS.

In 1989, NuMega mtroduced Bound-
sChecker, an automatic error detection
tool. When released, BoundsChecker
was the first tool (o detect errors in-
volved in memory allocation and ac-
cess, find null pointers, and pinpoint re-
source leaks. In December of 1991, Nu-
Mega released SoftICE for Windows to
meet the needs of developers perform-
ing advanced debugging in the Win-
dows enviroryment.

Today, BoundsChecker Professional
Edition offers the most thorough and
complete error detection available for
the Windows C++ developer. Features
include integration with Microsoft Vis-
ual C++ and the newly inroduced
Compile-time Inszumentation which
yields unprecedented quality improve-
ments early in the development cycle.
BoundsChecker Professional Edition
detects up to 72 unique categories of
Windows programming errors and has
versions for Windows 95 and Windows
NT. At this meeting, I will be overview-
ing BoundsChecker’s features and dem-
onstrating how it works. There will

also be drawings for free software at
the meefing.

At the Novemnber meeting, Gene
Daniel did a presentation on building
Windows NT device drivers. Gene
has been developing software for 20+
years. Many of those yearns were
spent developing assembly langvage
and firmware code for many different
hardware projects. For the past four
years, Gene has been a Visual
C++/MFC developer and recently
Gene has worked on Win32 device
driver projects. At this meeting, Gene
will overview the process of building
Win32 device dnvers and point out
where the best sources of information
are for continuing your Win32 device
driver education.

Arthur English

Paradox SIG

Alas, the time has arrived to discuss in
seriousness, the future of the Paradox
SIG. With only four people in atten-
dance, Tom Browning chose to forgo
his standard stellar formal presentation.
We discussed the future of both Para-
dox and the NTPCUG Paradox SIG.

It was decided that in the post-Corel
purchase world of Paradox for
Windows, and the continuing ap-
parent loss of interest, | would ap-
proach the Corel SIG leadership
and see what they would be inter-
ested in doing in relation to Corel
Paradox. I plan on megeting with
Corel S1G Jeadership at the vp-
coming Board Of Directors meet-
ing to explore our options.

Personally, I have continued to do
a large amount of Paradox for
DOS wark. but I have written off
Paradox Windaws in favor of the
much more Developer-oriented
Delphi. I will most likely con-
tinue to support clients in their ef-
forts to abandon Paradox DOS,
oot will most likely migrate them
to Delphi and Crystal Reports,
rather than Paradox for Windows.
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I do wish Corel great future success
with Paradox. Quite possibly the traps-
fer of ownership is the best thing that
could have happened to Paradox. 1 feel
Paradox had dropped 10 “stepchild”
status within Borland, after the initial
success of Delphi.

Reports | have heard concerning Word-
Perfect, after the Corel acquisition, has
been very positive. Some even feel
Corel might return the, now Corel, Of-
fice Suite back into a true market coa-
tender. The acquisition of Paradox
nights can only enhance this effort.

So, 1 guess it muly ain’t over till the fat
lady sings. But than again, some claim
they can hear her humming!

Stay tuned for further developments.
Check the overheads in the Infomart
lobby prior to the December SIG meet-
ing for potential changes. Logistically
we may be able to “modify” before the
December meeting.

Fred Williams
Pro SIG

Heeee's back! Just as the party was in
full swing, the Evil Vice President of
DFW Xchange showed up. He confis-
cated our white board, our holiday
punch and even our cookies. And as he
departed, he muttered something about
“cancelling Christmas™.

Join us next year if he doesn't cancel
the new year as well.

Jim Hoisington

SOL Server SIG

For our December meeting we will re-
view some basic SQL Server admini-
stration and maintenance tips. What
needs to be done and how oflen. What
kinds of 1hings should be watched
closely. How to tell if an inexperienced
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user is about to bring the server to it’s
knees.

We meet at 9:00 a.m., usually in Room
7004 - but check the schedule. See you
then.

FYT: Microsoft has made more infor-
mation about SQL Server available on
their web site.

Ada Finigan

Visual Basic SIG - Begin-
NING

The December meeling of the Begin-
ning Visual Basic SIG is scheduled for
Saturday, December 14, 1996 and will
feature 2 demonstration of adding a
menu bar to your Visual Basic applica-
tion. There are certain convenuons to
be followed to make your application
effective and consistent with other
standard Windows applications. See
how easy it is to design your own
menu bar using the Menu Designer in
Visual Basic. For those wanting a head
start, this subject is cavered in Chapter
12 of Gary Cornell's The Visual Basic
4 for Windows 95 Handbook

In November, we covered the subject
of amays, both contro) arrays and vari-
able arrays. We also had a very active

Q & A session. We hope to have more
information on the new Visual Basic
5.0 Conmrol Creation Edition for the De-
cember meeling.

1 continue to receive calls from folks
that are tooking for Visual Besic pro-
grammers. [f you want me to give
them your name and phone number,
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please sign up at the meening. Tt is rare
that they are looking for beginners,
however. But, maybe you can con-
vince one to take a chance!

Bring your questions on Beginning Vis-
val Basic to our meeting beginning at
8.00 AM on Saturday, December 14,
1996. Check the Infomart lobby
screens for the correct room assign-
ment. '

Jim Carter

Continved from next page...

machine I noticed a noise emanating
from the Mail machine.

Threw the Main machine into "Defrag"”
mode and set about looking at the Mail
machine. Didn’t know one of those tee-
nincy little CPU cooling fans could
make that much racket! Went back to
AlTex electronics for a replacement.

Seems during the power up, power
down, power up, process of trou-
bleshooting the Mail machine, the Lan-
tastic subdirectorys got “scrambled”.
Took about two hours of SCANDISK-
ing and reinstalling to get the nerwork
connection back hot.

All the Fun I Could Stand

I shuffled and played with modems and
phone lines, untl I managed to get the
Metro and the line to OnRamp back
alive. By then [ had had al) the fun I
could stand for one Addison visit, so I
gathered up the questionable modems
and headed for the house.

At home 1 tested the three of the four
modems that were in service during the
lighting show that started this whole
mess. Two were history. The (4.4
USR Sportster (former OnRamp con-
nection) and our brand spanking new
Hayes 28.8 were fried.

1 guess quality does count. Looks like
the only two modems that survived
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: |
were both of the high doliar, USR Cou-
rier V.everythings.

I returned to the BBS office and man-
aged to get rwo hnes back up. By plac-
ing the “‘old” Hayes 14.4kbps modem
back in service, I was also able 1o rees-
tablish the OnRamp UUCP feed.

After the dust setiled, it would appear
that the act of God, conveyed by South-
western Bell equipment, (as explained
by Doug) was responsible for “toast-
ing" two modems and one communica-
tions port on the four port Digiboard,
and most likely contributed to the
downfal! of the system power supply.

One of our members, with years of tele-
communtcations design experience, has
volunteered to look over our BBS in-
stallation and make some recommenda-
tions (o reduce future risks. I am look-
ing forward to getting some changes in
place to reduce the risk of a reoccur-
rence of this one.

Many asked about the UPS *‘guarantee”
Seerns the UPS did its job, but the mo-
dems had no external isolation from the
phone lines. This was where the damage
was done. My only relief is in knowing
it could have been much warse.

Fred Williams
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‘Ounce of Prevention’?
Lack Brings ‘Pounds of
Cure’~ Lightning Zaps
Power Supply & Ports

This is getting serious! I apologize for
missing the newsletter deadline last
month, but I'm very, very, busy right
now. Then on top of all that, what an
eventful time for the BBS!

Seems as I was contemplating my good
forture 10 be so busy with all this real
work, a higher authority stepped in to
insure I have absolutely no chance to
put the finish coat of paint on the build-
ing in the backyard. I tried to blame
what happened on Southwestern Bell,
but Doug Gorrie quickly pointed out
the error of my ways, by informing me
that Southwestern Bell only supplied
the wire. And although some of us
don’t believe it, he claims SWB is not
quite powerful enough to summon up
thunderstorrmns.

Area Code Lightning?

This all happeued after we survived the
new area code change for the BBS
numbers as published in the October
newsletter. Seems after the October
newsletter had been sent 10 the printer,
an unnamed Andrews cailed and "con-
fessed” to blundering on the BBS area
code change to be printed for the first
time in October newsletter.

I mean three out of around a hundred
or 50 ain’t all that bad, now is it? Mur-
phy’s Area Code Change Law clearly
states, "All inevitable errors must be
made on some of the most visible num-
bers requicing change.”

[ appreciate everyone’s coaperation in
not rubbing salt in the wound, as |
know the unnamed source was already
quite discaught by the whole affair. [
have told them both, time and ume
again, to keep the cork in the scotch un-
til afier the newsletter is put 1o bed,
but...

Please do make it a point to thank them
both, Connie and Reagan, for the con-
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rnuing excellent publication they are
consistendy producing each and every
month on a “temporary” basis.

Real Lightening

Then it really happened! During the in-
itial surge of thunderstorms that pushed
through the area late in October the
BBS went all the way down. This is
not supposed to happen as we have a
healthy 1500 watt UPS with everything
plugged into it. Donna and [ were just
about to leave on a shopping exwava-
ganza, to take place at the Addison
Sam’s Club, when I discovered the prob-
lem.

Once we had created a little localized re-
1ail sales boost, we continued on to the
Addison BBS office. All this during an
old fashioned ‘“Toad Strangler”, as we
call that kind of precipitation in Arkan-
sas.

Upon arriving at the BBS office, I no-
liced things seemed a little darker than
usual. T enlered the building and found
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the reception area tight switch. Tt was
“on”, but the lights weren’t. I locked up
and we started back to the house.

When we reached the Midway intersec-
tion, I noticed a TU Electric service
truck parked at the curb, with a forlorn
looking soul in a big yellow *South-
wester” rain suit standing next to the
tuck and holding a piece of a former
power transformer. He told me the
storm had been pretty rough on the
northern part of the metroplex, but he
hoped o have power restored “‘soon.”

It was well into the next day before 1
got a response from any of the BBS
lines. Then I could only get one line to
respond. The bad part was, [ was about
(o leave for deep east Texas when I dis-
covered the problem. 1left word with
Doug, and headed east at a high rate of

speed.
Fatal Smells & Smoke

Upon returning from Lufkin, Donna
told me Doug had called and left one of
his epic phone messages. She had sum-
marized the content for me. Seems as
Doug was rying desperately to bring
most of the BBS back to life, during one
of the power down and up cycles, he no-
ticed a fata) smell arising from the main
BBS machine! This brought an abrupt
halt to his efforts.

I was not able to return to the BBS of-
fice until that following Saturday. 1
spent most of that Saturday working to
breath some life back into a very
wounded setup. Seems after I replaced
the blown power supply in the main

Continued on previous page.
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DOM Disks Released In November

Note: All of these disks are distributed on 1.44M disk only

Disk 1071. Zip Code Ex-
plorer v1.2

Disk 1072 DUNCE 24 -
Dial Up Network Connec-
tion Enhancements

Disk 1073. JUNO - FREE E-
mail Software and Provider

Disk 1074. MS Windows 95
Tutorial - Learn to use Win-
dows 95

Disk 1075. PROVIEW for
Windows v1.2a - Integrated
System Analyzer and Viewer

Disk 1071 Insight Software
Solutions Inc, P.O. Box 354,
Bountifal, UT 84011-0354
Phone: 801 295-1890, FAX:
801 299-1781, CompuServe:
71672,3464, Internet:
71672.3464@compuserve.com,
Registration Fee: 24.95
(U.S. Dollars)

Product Description

Zip Code Explorer v1.2 for
WIN is a utility allowing
easy look up of U.S. Zip
Codes and their associated
cities, states, counbes, area
codes, time zones and cur-
rent time. Search by Zip,
City, County, State or Area
code. Copy entire ranges of
zip code data to the clip-
board of printer. Verify the
spelling of a city or make
sure the zip rmatches the cor-
rect city. Or verify the cur-
rent time before making a
call.

Required Configuration
Minimum OS: Windows
3.1, Standard RAM:- 4Mb,
Hard Drive - 2Mb. If you
don’t have a directory
named TMP, then create one
or use another directory of
your choice. Use your direc-
tory’s name in the installa-
tion.

Trus software was down-
loaded for the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by
Gene Carleton.

Disk 1072, DUNCE 24 -
Dial Up Network Connec-
tion Enhancements, Vector
Development

DUNCE is an outstanding
addition to your utilities
box if you do any dial up to

auto-dial settings for you
and even provides your
password if you want that
chore handled for you. An-
other neat chore is DUNCE
will continue dialing your
dial-up number until it con-
nects. Then, if you should
have a dropped carrier,
DUNCE will automatically
redial your provider num-

ber so quickly it's almost un-

noticeable that you have

New Disks

the Internet. DUNCE (acro-
nym for ‘Dial Up Network
Connection Enhancement’)
will handle all the simple
chores that are bothersome
each Gme you attempt to
log on to the Internet.

You will find that DUNCE
can do all the simple routine
work for you. For instance,
Windows 95 has a problem
with auto-dial settings that
can drive you to distraction.
DUNCE handles all the

from 1hE_
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dropped the carrier signal.
It's done autonatically
once you tell the configura-
hion how you want it done.

DUNCE can also start other
programs for you if your
connected and force connec-
tions at a given time. This is
a recommended program
for people having problems
with the Win 95 PLUS auto
dialer program or for those
that don’t want to spend the
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$45 bucks to buy that pro-
gram to begin with.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
{BM compatible computer
running Windows 95.

This software was down-
loaded for the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Gene
Carleton.

Disk 1073. JUNO - FREE E-
mail Software and Provider,
JUNO Online Services, L.P,
120 West 45th Street, 39th
Floor, New York, NY 10036,
(212) 478-0800, (212) 478-0700
FAX, info@juno.com

FREE FREE FREE

Let me repeat myself. This
is FREE! If you have be-
come accustomed to "NO
FREE LUNCHES", settle
back and enjoy a great e-
mail software program. The
software is FREE and the
dialup account is FREE.

You can send e-mail around
the world at ABSOLUTELY
no charge (unless you place
a long distance call...!) This
is _NOT_ a free trial; it's
FREE...period! It even comes
with a toll free 800 number
if there is no local number
for you to call.

JUNO is perhaps the most
outstanding software for
sending and receiving FREE
Email that you will see.

This program has been de-
signed with the beginner in
mind and it literally installs
itself. The only problem 1
had was opting to do a man-
ual modem installation and
the software balked at recog-
nizing my US Robotics
28,800 intermal modem.
When ] instructed the instal-
lation program to “try
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again”, it installed the set-
tings perfectly.

Why FREE? The author’s
policy is that “All e-mail
was intended to be free.”
How do they accomplish
this feat and not lose
money? Advertising! They
followed the example set by
many Internet companies
and sell small banner adver-
tising that shows up across
the upper right corner of
your software screen. This
is very much )ike the ad ban-
ners used by Yahoo and oth-
ers on the Internet. In addi-
Hon, you will occasionally
receive e-mail messages sell-
ing a product. You may ig-
nore them, delete them or
read them...it’s totally up to
the individual user. It
seems a small price to pay
for such a fantastic program
as I have seen today.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
28.800 baud modem pre-
ferred, IBM compatible run-
ning Windows of all types, 4
MEG RAM memory and 10
Megs of free disk space.

This software was down-
loaded for the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Gene
Carleton.

Disk 1074. MS Windows 95
Tutorial - Learn to use Win-
dows 95, Microsoft Corpora-
tion, http//www.mi-
crosoft.com

MS Windows 95 Tutorial
will walk you through the
many areas of Windows 95
that you need to know
about as you learn to use
your operating platform.

The tutorial is simple and
easy to follow. The plain va-
nilla interface instructions
let you go to the NEXT step
or BACK to the previous
step if you want to review
what you have just studied.
Naturally, the entire inter-
face is similar to the Win-
dows 95 interface you will
be working with.

You are invited to use one
of two options: you can
walk yourself through the
tutorial at your own speed
or you can let the computer
guide you effortlessly
through all the steps. Either
way, you will be leaming
about the various areas
where you can configure
and customize Windows 95
to work the way you want
it to work.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM compatible computer
running Windows 95.

This software was down-
Joaded for the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Gene
Carleton.

Disk 1075, PROVIEW for
Windows vl.2a - Infegrated
System Analyzer and Viewer,
McAfee Associates, 2710
Walsh Avenue, Suite 200,
Santa Clara, CA 95051-0963,
(408) 988-3832 office, {408)
970-9727 fax, (408) 9884004
BBS, CompuServe GO
MCAFEE, AMERICA ON-
LINE MCAFEE, Internet
support@mcafee.com
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PROVIEW for Windows is a
rogram used to analyze,

view and edit the basic com-
ponents of a system, includ-

Want to know what’s hot? These are the 20 most
popular NTPCUG DOM Library disks.

. MS Excel Interactive Tutoral
. PKZ for DOS, WIN, 0S/2 + Utils

. Waste for Windows 1.5 (H/D cluster

. Power Toys for WIN9S (Utlities)
. SUPER WIinWARE, Vol 6 (Windows

. PLUG-IN FOR WINDOWS & WIN95
. ViruScan/VSheild DOS, 2.2.12 (McAfee’s

1062A&B ViruScan, WINDOWS 3.x-052 2.2.12

1055A&B Time & Chaos 5.1.3 for Windows 95 (PIM -
. WinTune 95, 1.0 (Windows Magazine’s test and
. Multimedia 1 (Audio/video presentation

. SLMR 2.1a (Silly Little Mail Reader - Off-Line

. VGACOPY (High speed disk duplicator)
. Easy Reminders (display schedules)
. WINSNTP for Windows 95 (Internet time

. WinZip 6.0 (ZIP/UNZIP/INSTALL utility)
. LENSORT (DOS or WIN95 Long Filename

. SolaTor Suite 1.2 (Five Solitaire games)
. DD 4.08 (DIR replacement)
. Roger’s Rapid Start (A quick and efficient

Top Twenty DOM Disks

(PKZIP 2.04g and other Toys)

diagnostic utility)

Magazine Programs/Util’s)
(Desktop enhancement utility)
DOS-based Anti-Virus program)

(McAfee's Anti-Virus for Windows 3.x
and OS5/2 systems)

Personal Information Manager - for WIN95)
tuneup kit for Windows 95)
software)

Mail Reader)

synchronizer; set your computer clock)

directory sort)

Windows exit and restart utility)
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ing the system memory, sys-
tem interrupts, device driv-
ers, CMOS and installed
disk drive sectors and file
confents. PROVIEW will al-
low you to view system ele-
ments in HEX, ASCI or dis-
assembled code format.

Full searching and editing
functions are included. It
also provides a system audit
function to determine
whether programs have
been added to a system, de-
leted from a system or have
been changed since the last
audit. PROVIEW displays
data in real time. For exam-
ple, if you are viewing a
memory location that is be-
ing updated by the systemn
{the clock interrupt, for ex-
ample), PROVIEW will dis-
play the changes as they oc-
cur.

PROVIEW provides an ex-
tensive on-line context-sensi-
tive help function. Atany
point in the program you
may press the key to display
help text for the ptocess you are
currently engaged in. NOTE:
The WWPV.HLP file must be in

the same direccory as the
WPV.EXE file.

PROVIEW is Novell Net-
work-aware. You may view
any network file and edit
any network file that is not
locked.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Any 1BM compatible run-
ning Windows 3.1, WFWG
an

INSTALLATION: To install,
run the INSTALL.EXE from
the DOS prompt. Follow
the instructions from that
point and it's quickly done.
Click the PROVIEW jcon in
Windows to start the pro-

gram.

This software was down-
loaded for the North Texas
PC Users Group.
This README prepared by
McAfee Associates, edited
by Gene Carleton.  11/96
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Calling all ShareWare & FreeWare!
Volunteer... And Get Paid for a Job
Well Done!

Each month, the NTPCUG DOM (Disk of the Month)
has an on-going need to find new shareware disks for
the following month. The best way for this to happen is
when our members VOLUNTEEYR to downloazfnew
shareware programs. You may have found a new share-
ware program on a local BBS or the Internet, copied one
from a CD-ROM disk you own, purchased a new disk
from another shareware vendor or you may have a fa-
vorite shareware utility that makes your computing sim-
pler each day.

VOLUNTEER to share it with us!!

Your NTPCUG is an organization founded and run
with volunteer effort and spirit. What better way to
support our Users Group than to volunteer to donate
some shareware disks from time to time? Send one a
month...or five! We encourage you to donate some-
thing each month; it’s amazing what one or two do-
nations can add up to over a month’s time!! It takes
so little time and we can use your assistance.

There are two easy ways to VOLUNTEER and deliver
your shareware to the DOM. First, you can deliver
your donation on an old disk and drop it off at the
DOM booth during our monthly meeting date. (The
DOM booth is located in the far right corner of the
basement area during the computer vendor show.) If
you prefer the "High Tech” method, you can attach a
zipped shareware file to a private E-Mail message
(put it to my attention) on the TBBS board and T will
take it from there. This is an easy and enjoyable way
to VOLUNTEER each month and it only takes a few
minutes,

And, listen to this...!! Your name will be mentioned
rominently in the README file, letting everyone
ow you made the software contribution. You also

%et bribed (read that as "paid”) with a VOLUNTEER
OKEN good for any DOM disk of your choice!

Don‘t forget to ask for your token...you’ve eamned it.

README Help available

Furthermore, if you have a problemrpre aring a
README file, don‘t despair...ask me for help and
[ll pitch in to assist you! You don’t have to be an
author or technical writer!

Come on...pitch in..VOLUNTEER today! If you're
new to our group and don’t understand shareware,
I especially look forward to speaking with YOU!!

Best regards,
Jan Parkhill

DOM Squad Leader
(214) 828-2216
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G '-:'iUSER — To — User

Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate their
time to help others with software and hardware questions.
Some of our helpers are professional consultants. All have
jotned the User-to-User Program because they want to
share their knowledge with others and help them. They
agreed to answer questions that they are comfortable
bandling over the phone, without charge, and within
reasonable time limits (at the volunteer's discretion).

These individvals are volunteering to assist NTPCUG
members. NTPCUG is assisting in finding these volunteers
for you, but cannot be responsible for unsatisfactory
outcomes. Next to each subject, we will list the person’s
name, phone number and the times they are available.
Please honor the wishes of our helpers by seeking help only
during those hours.

Please try to resolve your problem by reading the
manual and any on-line help BEFORE calling.

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS
Access

Ram Bhandafi .............. (972)2434056 1 M-F  1300-1700
Assembly Language

Frank Cavaliito .............. (972)423-9221 7 1800-2200

Glynn Brooks................. (972)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
BASIC

Miks Firth ..o (214)827-7734 7 0800-2200
Beginner Problems

Jan Parkhill................... (214)828-2216  M-Sa 0900-1700

Shirley Hudgens.............(303)432-9780 7 0800-2000
Brother’s Keeper

Neil Sunderland............. (972)272-2868 7 0900-2200
C++ (the language)

Bob Adams.................... (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900

Howard Harkness.......... (817)267-6227 7 1000-2100

Doug Cochran.............. (972)578-9258  T&T 1800-2030
CorelDraw

Linda HUOme........couvmnns (817)472-7555  M-F  1800-2200

...................................... S-S 1300-2200
Batch Fifes

Chariss Miller ................ (903)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400
Borland C++

Bob Adams........ccccovuirns (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900

Howard Harkness.......... (817)267-6227 7 1000-2100
CompuServe

Bob Adams.......ccccuu.e. (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900
dBASE i), i+, IV & Windows

Ted Gillam.......cccecurivene. (972)964-7923 7 0800-1700
Dos

Bob Russell................. (972)422-4269 7 1800-2200

Enk Leasebutg.............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
DR DOS

Ralph Beaver ............... (817)336-0576  M-F  0800-1700

e e (817)624-9530 - SS 0900-2100
Hardware Help

Charies Miller ........-...... (903)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400
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internet - Genersl

Erk Leaseburg.....cc... (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200

David Martin .................. (972)930-0283  M-F  1900-2200
Internet - Telnet, FTP, NetScape, Web Explorer (0S/2)

Bob Wilson .........cceeer .. (972)517-1434  M-F  1300-2200

....................................... S-8  1000-2200
LANs — Novell

Joseph Beasley ............ (972)225-8752 7 0800-2400

— Lantastle

Joseph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0900-2200
Managing Your Money

Glynn Brooks.......co..... (872)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Modems

Erik Leaseburg.............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
MathCAD

Bob Adams...........c......... (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0500-1900
Norton Utliftias

John Dyer .......c.vcemmernems (872)790-3311  M-Sa 0800-2200
08/2

Larry Truesdale ............ (972)442-7074 7 1000-2200
PC Tools/Win

Glynn Brooks ... (972)578-8737  M-F 1700-2200
Paradox

Fred Williams.................(372)492-1315 7 1300-2100
PKzip/PKUNzip

Erik Leaseburg .............. (B17)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
ProComm/ProComm+

Bill Green...........c.. (817) 731-1308

Joseph Beesley ............. (972)225-8752 7 (0800-2400

Joseph Beasley ............. {214)410-3818 7 0800-2200
Publisher (Microsott)

Bob Russsll {672)422-4269 7 1900-2200

Pat Cote......... {214)522-1717 x266 M-F 0800-1700

(872)424-1738 7 1000-2200
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SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS
Quicken Josaeph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0300-2200
JimHall...ooeir (214)348-7848 7 1000-2100 Bob Russell........coveeence (972)422-4269 7 1900-2200
Qujckbooks Word for Windows
Jim Thompson .............. (214)953-0051  M-F  0800-1800 Bob Russell.......ccevvuneenne (972)4224269 7 1800-2200
SPFPC Works, Microsoft i |
Doug Gortie .....re...... (214) 464-4568 M-F  0B00-1700 MikS Firth oo (214)827-7734 7 0800-2200 ;‘5
....................................... (972) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1800 XENIX -'
TurboVision YT S— (817)2614653 7 1830-2200 *;3
Don Cochran ................. (972)578-9258  T&T 1800-2030 XTREE ’ . i
UNIX JOhn DYT v (972)790-3311  M-Sa 0800-2200 7
Doug Scoft......coereeeeriea (817)2614653 7 1830-2200
Virus & Antl-Virus L :
Chades Miler................. {903)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400 5
The subject areas below 6o not have a volunteer 1o answer questions.
Visual Basic - . .
3T CAE e (0722355968 7 1700-2130 If you would like to assist or add possible categories for the future,
L. JOhASON oo (972)495-9067 7 1700-2130 please contact Doug Gorrie at (214)464-7924 M-F 0800-1700 or Sa &
Gene Hamelman .......... (972)495-6342 7 1700-2130 Su 1000-1900 at (972)618-8002. Doug will send you a form on which
Windows for Workgroups you can list your qualfications and sign.
Joseph Beasley ............ (972)225-8752 7 0800-2400 Areas Needing Helpers:
LEGEND: Bortand Turbo C Sound Blaster =
... All 7 days of each week M-F ... Monday through Friday CAD Stack =
T&T... Tuesday and Thursday M-Sa .. Monday through Saturday acker —~
S&S... Saturday and Sunday  ()..... Caller should incur any Long Dafaflex TurboTax :-
Distsnce charges Deiphi Corel Ventura i
North T. Deskiop Publishing ~ WordParfect/ 7
ort €xas Users Group’ Inc. Easy Text Windows
e First Choice XTREE %
Membership Application First Publisher
The NTPCUG is as non-profit independent organization of individuals leamning to apply Fox Pro
personal computers to practical problems. For additional information, call (214% 746-4699. Harvard Graphics
Member # LapLink
Name: (Last) Frs) Monasy Counts
Microsoft C
Microsoft C++
Microsoft Visual
City: Stater ZF - C++
BHONE{Check Prefarred No) Home _ { ) Microsoft Word
Work _( ; Ex0 MKS products
Pagemaker
Decupation/Profession_ Q&A
Check one from each column below Roots
Payments Memberships Application Status
Cath s New Member Smart Noles
Check Regulac (83000) __ Renewal
Credit Card__________ Student (82500) Address Change

Agplications should be mailed 1o North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 780066,
Dallas, TX 75378-0066 (Make checks paysblec to NTPCUG)

Pleasc initial here_____if you do not wish 10 have your address included on member
lists sold for the NTPCUGS beneftt to advertisers of JBM compatible products.
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North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
Phone (214) 746-4699 for recorded information about the North Texas PC Users Group and scheduled
meeting date limes and Jocations. Please leave a message if you would like specific information about the
Group. Or, visit our Web Page at: www.ntpcug.org

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is a non-profit,
independent group, not associated any corporation.
Membership is open to owners and others interested in
exchanging ideas, information, hardware, predictions, and
other iterns related to personal and compatible computers.
To join the Group, complete the application blank printed
elsewhere in this newsletter, and send with $30 membership
dues to the Membership Director — address shown bejow.
Subscription to the newsletter is included with each
membership.

The Group meets once each month, usually on the second or
third Saturday. See inside front cover for date, time and
place of the next North Texas PC Users Group meeting.

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
Board of Directors

NTPCUG Officers / |
and Yolunteers
You Should Know

Andy Oliver
Reagan Andrews
Doug Gorrie

Chairman
Timothy Carmichael
Alex Lilley

NTPCUG Bulletin Board

NOTE: To access the BBS Metro line from outside Area
Code 972, use Area Code 972. (This is NOT a toll call from
Fort Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)

Jim Hoisington Fred Williams

NTPCUG Officers

Andy Oliver (972) 462-1896 h
(972) 960-4215 w
(972) 416-3101 h

(972) 661-4626 w

President

President-Elect
Program Chairman

Jim Hoisington
Timothy Carmichael

Treasurer Raymond T. Reyes (903) 569-2638
Secretary John West (972) 620-8741 h
Membership Dir. Jim Hoisington (972) 416-3101h
Advertising Dir. Connie Andrews (214) 828-069%h
(Acting) ;
Publicity Rob Alschbach (214) 3684979 b l
Disk of the Month Jan Parkhill (214) 828-2216 h i
Voluanteer Coord. Claude McClure (972) 867-0978 h
Bulletin Board Fred Williarns (972) 492-1315

Members Emeritus

John Pribyl (1924 - 1993)
Phil Chamberlain Jim Hoisington
David McGehee Stuart Yarus
Tom Prickett Connie Andrews
Kathryn Loafman Reagan Andrews
Fred Williams Timothy Carmichael

Bulletin Board Settings: N -8-1
(No parity, § data bits, 1 stop bit)

NTPCUG BBS Telephone Numbers:
. . : ..(972) 387-2751
.(972) 387-2752
METRO (972) 263-9036

SYSOP: .....ccocvvcvtvinnierecen... Fred Williams
Assistant Sysop: ...........c...e.o..... Tom Prickett
Assistant Sysop: .......c.c.cccoeeern...... Doug Gorrie
Information Mgt: ....................... Lewis Graber

User Relations: ......c...cc...o........ Adam Peterson

Password problems?

Call Doug at...........ccon...... {214) 464-4568

TI PRO BULLETIN BOARD ......

(214)361-5275
Tom Blackwell

Address Changes, etc...

Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquiries about membership should be
directed to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.0O. Box 780066
Dallas, Texas 75378-0066

(Check newsletier mailing label for your renewal date..)
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Address Correction Requested
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Dallos Narth
Tollway

North lexas PC Users Group

INFOMART

BetesBec

Next Meeting:
14 December 1996

To Downiown
Datlas




